
 
 
 
To:  The Mayor & City Council 
From: Phil Nelson, City Manager 
Subject: CNNMoney.com Designation of America’s Best Cities 
Date:  June 17, 2008 
 
I know that you have seen a copy of the attached articles regarding Troy’s 
designation as one of CNN & Money Magazines best small cities in which to live, 
but I felt it important to follow up on what the designation might mean, and what 
staff feels are imperatives to keep momentum for the future. 
 
One of the articles points out that “while the city lacks a significant downtown, it 
thrives around its green space, featuring 900 acres of parkland, as well as 
museums, theaters and parks”.  This statement as well as the fact that Troy 
features some of the best schools, low taxes and safe streets goes a long way in 
marketing the City as the place to be in the future.   
 
The Budgeting for Outcomes budget preparation format, and using the 
Downtown Development Authority to start the process of building a “significant 
downtown”, should help to keep Troy as one of America’s most livable cities.  
Staff will also utilize Council direction with regard to weighting outputs to 
appropriation of resources to Council priorities.  Staff will also tie other policy 
related documents such as the Troy Futures Report and the Comprehensive 
Plan to keep improving the city’s role in building a complete community. 
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