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Troy CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
Date: July 3, 2013
To: Troy City Council Members
From: Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney &
Allan T. Motzny, Assistant City Atforney M M
Subject: Charlene Femminineo v City of Troy et. al.

On behalf of Plaintiff Charlene Femminineo, attorney Andrew Patterson filed this
lawsuit against the City of Troy, the Troy City Council, and also against all members of
the Troy City Council individually. The case was filed in the Federal District Court for
the Eastern District of Michigan on April 15, 2013. Through this lawsuit, Ms.
Femminineo sought declaratory relief, injunctive relief, damages, punitive damages,
costs and attorney fees for a claimed violation of her First Amendment right to free
speech, her Fourteenth Amendment right to equal protection and the Michigan Open
Meetings Act. These allegations stem from the Troy City Council meeting of December
3, 2012, when Ms. Femminineo’s public comment was stopped, based on violations of
the Troy City Council Rules of Procedure. Ms. Femminineo claimed that her rights were
violated because her remarks made at the November 26, 2012 City Council meeting
were not included in the rebroadcast of the meeting or mentioned in the minutes of the
meeting.

The case was assigned to Judge John Corbett O'Meara. On May 7, 2013, we
filed a Motion for Summary Judgment as our first responsive pleading. In this Motion,
we argued that Ms. Femminineo did not have a viable claim against the City or any of
the individual City Council members, and the Troy City Council should be dismissed
since it is not a separate legal entity capable of being sued. Judge O'Meara issued an
opinion agreeing with our position, and granted our Motion for Summary Judgment. On
July 2, 2013, he issued a judgment in favor of all Defendants on July 2, 2013.

Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns about this matter.
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