
 

 
  
 

 
 
Attached is Judge Kumar’s ruling in favor of the City in the Amber Creek 

East Apartments v. City of Troy lawsuit.  As you may recall, this lawsuit was filed 
on behalf of five tenants in the Amber Creek East Apartment complex, who 
sought to invalidate the administrative search warrants issued by 52-4 Judicial 
District Court Judge Michael Martone and affirmed by 52-4 Judicial District Court 
Judge William E. Bolle.  These administrative search warrants were obtained so 
that the City could comply with the state mandate to conduct inspections of all 
apartment rental units in the City of Troy every two to three years.  The City of 
Troy has also codified this state mandate in Chapter 82-A of the City of Troy 
ordinances.  These inspections are to occur every two to three years, and are 
extremely limited in scope to verify that the apartments meet the minimum health, 
safety, and welfare standards. Administrative search warrants were sought only 
after several notifications and requests for consent were provided to both the 
landlord and also the individual tenants.        

 
The attorney representing the tenants argued that the state statute and 

also Troy’s rental housing inspection ordinance were unconstitutional.  On behalf 
of the City, we responded to these allegations in both the written and also the 
oral argument.  However, Judge Kumar did not rule on that substantive issue, 
and instead ruled in favor of the City because the inspections had already been 
completed.  The attorney representing the tenants filed a Motion for 
Reconsideration on August 18, 2008.  If Judge Kumar denies the request for 
Reconsideration, then an appeal may be filed by the tenants and/or the landlord 
for Amber Creek East Apartments. We will keep you apprised of any new 
developments in this case.         

 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call us. 

To: Members of the Troy City Council  
From: Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 

Susan M. Lancaster, Assistant City Attorney 
Date: August 19, 2008 
Subject: Amber Creek East Apartments v. City of Troy  
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