
  
  

TO: Members of the Troy City Council  
FROM: Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 

Allan T. Motzny, Assistant City Attorney 
DATE: September  9, 2008 
SUBJECT: Steeg v. Troy et. al.  

 

 

 

 

 Plaintiff Donald Joseph Steeg filed the attached lawsuit against the City of Troy, Troy Police 
Chief Charles Craft, and Troy Police Officers Christina Giovannoni, Officer Michael Giordano, and 
Officer Scott Smith.  In his complaint, Steeg alleges Assault and Battery (Count I), Violation of 
Ministerial Duties (Count II), Negligent Supervision by Chief Craft (Count III), Intentional Infliction of 
Emotional Distress (Count IV), False Imprisonment (Count V), Gross Negligence (Count VI), 
Unconstitutional Depravation by Individual Defendants (Count VII), and Unconstitutional Depravation 
by City of Troy (Count VIII). The lawsuit was filed in the United States District Court for the Eastern 
District of Michigan and is assigned to Judge Bernard A. Friedman.  

The alleged damages result from a police encounter in the early morning hours of June 7, 
2008.  According to his lawsuit, Steeg claims that he was driving home from work, and that he 
stopped at a gas station at Crooks and Long Lake Road.  The police report indicates that Mr. Steeg 
was stopped at the gas station as a result of a drunk driving investigation, which had been reported 
by a citizen caller to the Troy dispatch.  The individual police officers indicate that minimal force was 
necessary to obtain Mr. Steeg’s cooperation in completing the investigation.  Mr. Steeg eventually 
submitted to a breath test, where the results indicated that he had not consumed alcohol that 
evening.  Mr. Steeg was subsequently released by the officers, who in their discretion did not charge 
him with any crimes for his resistant behavior.       

Plaintiff clams he has suffered a substantial amount of physical and emotional injuries. He 
does not detail what alleged physical injuries he sustained.  Upon information and belief, his injuries 
are limited to minor bruising and some wrist discomfort as a result of the incident, as well as the 
alleged emotional injuries.  He is seeking over $75,000 in damages. 

  Absent any objection from City Council, we will assume the defense of the City and Chief 
Craft.  The individual defendant police officers from Troy will be represented by the insurance 
company’s designated attorney Michael Rosati of Johnson, Rosati.     

If you have any questions concerning the above, please let us know. 
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