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CABLE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES  
Thursday, October 16, 2008 – 7 p.m. 
Conference Room C – Troy City Hall 

 
I.     Call to Order – 7:00 pm 
 
II.   Roll Call 

           Present: 
           Penny Marinos 
  Kent Voigt 
  Brian Wattles 
  Padma Kuppa 
  Tom Belian 
  Cindy Stewart, City Liaison 
  Nancy Chin, Student 
  Chi Song, Student 
   
  Absent:  
  Lisa Martinico 
  Mark Gunn 
 
  Guest: Lori Bluhm, City Attorney 
 
 
III. Approval of Minutes – Regular Meeting of April 17, 2008 

Motion by Tom Belian to approve the April 17, 2008 minutes, seconded by 
Brian Wattles.  Approved unanimously. 

 
   
IV.  Intro of New Members 

 
Padma Kuppa – a 10-year Troy resident with two children at Baker and 
Costello. Padma has been involved in many community organizations and 
City Boards. 

 
V.  Correspondence: 

 
      Comcast Begins Bandwidth Limits Today, Free Press, 10/1/08 
      According to an email from WOW to a member - WOW doubled  
      bandwidth for customers at no additional cost 
 
     Comcast’s Challenge, Time Magazine, 10/9/08 
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VI.  New Business 
 

a. The Future of the Cable Advisory Committee -  
Kent and Brian had a discussion on the cable industry related to all the 
changes over the past six years. Cable Advisory Committee was formed in 
1982 which was a good idea at that time since there were so many 
questions about technology, cable infrastructure needs, potential disruption 
to public and private city operations, possible costs to the City to oversee 
this new technology and financial and practical implications for citizens. 
 
The City Council was kept up to date on issues through CAC and City 
Liaison.  A few years ago, with the concerted effort by AT&T and existing 
cable companies, they succeeded in having franchise provisions removed 
from local municipal control and placed in the hands of the MPSC. It 
absolved cable operators from having to negotiate individual franchises 
with local government units. State and local agencies no longer have the 
ability to control the nature and scope of cable services. Additionally Cable 
television operators, building on new technologies, now offer services such 
as phone and Internet that are not covered in existing cable franchise 
agreements.  
  
Brian and Kent asked if there is a reason for this committee to exist in light 
of these issues. Open for discussion, what is the future of the Cable 
Advisory Committee? 
 
City Attorney Lori Bluhm, has been visiting boards and committees to 
inform them on Sunshine Laws, Open Meetings Act, and FOIA. Lori did 
research on the formation of the CATV Advisory Committee. Committee 
formed by a resolution on Oct. 18, 1982. If committee feels they are no 
longer needed they can give a recommendation to the City Council. 
Nationally, cable gets a lot of publicity with FCC, preemption, but not many 
issues in Michigan.  Basically providers get what they want and there is not 
a lot we can do about it. Recently Dearborn and Meridian Twp. took cable 
to court. Judge ruled PEG is preempted by law.  
 
On another note, the ICCA preempts the City’s involvement since the 
Consortium oversees the cable companies.  Do we try to look for another 
mechanism to “fight” the cable companies?  As a member for many years, 
our responsibilities have lessened. Pseudo regulatory functions are 
lessened and we know we have no authority Are phone and Internet 
services under City jurisdiction since they were not in initial resolution? 
 
Lori responded that with Internet and phone we have no power, no 
meaningful opposition.  If you want to be an educational component, it’s in 
your purview. But very little or no binding decisions or things you can 
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influence, just as Council cannot influence cable companies.  Advisory 
boards can only pass recommendations to Council.  The communities do 
have ICCA, NATOA, and PROTEC to inform, educate, and advise. 
 
Kent – The function we might exert is nil. One role to monitor the cable 
industry and report to Council, ICCA also does this. If we can’t touch the 
telephone piece and Internet is questionable, and those are the future, 
what is our role? As an advisory body, we only make recommendations to 
Council. 
 
Tom – Looking at committees there is a very minimal cost to having these 
committees. How much exposure do we have in the community as a 
committee? We could be outreaching to the community related to cable.  
 
Kent – Historic District Commission and others have a legal role unlike this 
committee. All we can do is make recommendations to Council. We are 
informational. 
 
Kent – What do we want to do? We have not met since April because 
there has not been much to meet about. 
 
Lori – There are boards who only meet on an as needed basis (Act 78, 
EDC, Charter Revision Committee, etc.) 
 
Brian – We could recommend one meeting per year and special meetings 
on an as needed basis. There could be some potential benefits. 
 
Lori – There are no bylaws or rules but you should send your decision to 
Council in case you want to apply for other boards. Continue as a 
committee meeting once a year or more if needed as an informational 
committee.  Members could be assigned to research topics in the field. 
 
Tom – More input provided the better. We meet as needed, take on tasks 
on a voluntary basis. Looking for the evolution of this group.  
 
Kent – Our students will be going forward into this technology. What are 
your views? 
 
Nancy – We have had fewer issues to talk about since she was first 
appointed as a student rep.  
 
Future issues – PEG channels moved to higher channels and increased 
bandwidth. Free reign related to education issues. City has little control 
over cable and the CAC has no control over the City.  CAC can be 
educational/informational and meet quarterly or once a year. 
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Motion made by Brian Wattles, seconded by Padma Kuppa: Given the changes 
to the legal landscape of cable on state, federal and local levels, the role of the 
Cable Advisory Committee has been diminished over the years. Resolved that 
the Cable Advisory Committee meets on an as needed basis for special 
topics/issues or as requested by the Chair. 
 
Motion Approved Unanimously 
 
 
b. Legal Update – Lori Bluhm 
The Cable Advisory Committee is a public body – meetings are open to the 
public. Meetings could include e-mail correspondence and because of this 
members cannot use the reply to all. No deliberation can be held outside of the 
posted meeting location.  Cindy can e-mail the Committee information but do not 
reply to all. This would be a violation of the open meetings act. Meetings have to 
be posted at City Hall and on the web site 18 hours in advance (when building 
open). 

 
VII. Staff Report 
 
Community Media Network (CMN) will hold their 25th Anniversary Open House 
on Thursday, November 13, from 6-9 pm 
  
VIII. Member Comment 
  
Tom has observed that many people fill training sessions at CMN but don’t come 
back to produce programs. Pam Brady, LOWV, asked CMV to help her produce 
a political program turned away and sent to a volunteer. A person from Oakland 
County LOWV was not turned away. All requests should be turned over to 
volunteer community members unless CMN is paid to produce the program. 
CMN is at fault if they don’t get more volunteers involved.  Penny said that 
maybe those volunteers get trained then feel it was not what they wanted. Tom 
asked Jay why the two people were not treated equally.  Kent asked Cindy to 
look into this. 
   
 
IX.  Adjournment  
 
 
Motion to by the Chair to adjourn at 8:45 pm.  Meeting adjourned. 
 

________________________________ 
Kent Voigt, Chairman 
 
________________________________ 
Cindy Stewart, City Liaison  




