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Date:             August 20, 2013 
 
To:   Brian Kischnick, City Manager     
  
From:  Mark F. Miller, Director of Economic and Community Development 
  Timothy Richnak, Public Works Director 
  R. Brent Savidant, Planning Director 
  Steve Pallotta, Building Operations Director 
    
Subject: Old Stone School Update – Necessity of Selective Demolition 
 
 
Background 
 

• Subject property is located in section 6, at the southwest corner of Adams Road and South 
Boulevard, 3995 W. South Boulevard. 

• Subject property consists of five main structures; the Old Stone School built in 1857, a stone 
well, stone outhouse, two car garage and a connected carriage house. 

• Subject property is designated a Historic District by City Council, which states that there shall 
be no construction, alteration, repair, moving or demolition of the exterior features of a Historic 
Resource unless a certificate of appropriateness or a notice to proceed is issued in 
accordance with Chapter 13 of the City Code. 

• In 2008 City Council approved a donation agreement with the property owners, and accepted 
ownership of the subject property. 

• Due to the stone construction materials the Old Stone School cannot be moved to the Troy 
Historic Village. 

• The donation agreement states that the City of Troy is willing to hold and use the subject 
property for public purposes.  No specific plans were identified for the property. 

• City received complaints regarding the disrepair of the some of the buildings.  Public Works 
implemented minor repairs.  Minor repairs don’t slow the deterioration of some of the additions 
to the original Old Stone School. 

• SAFEbuilt conducted an inspection and issued a report on October 2011 that finds 
considerable damage to additions to the Old Stone School. 

• The original Old Stone School did not suffer from extensive deterioration.  City staff developed 
a strategy to selectively demolish the non-historic additions.   

• On November 9, 2012, the Historic District Commission granted a Notice to Proceed with 
demolition of the building additions and the garage on the subject property.  Further, the 
Commission recommended the City use a company experienced in historic preservation.  
Finally, the Commission recommended that the City undertake a planning exercise to 
determine the best use(s) for the Old Stone School. 

• The planning exercise could occur after the selective demolition has been completed. 
• City Staff estimates demolition cost of $10,000 and this does not include site restoration. 
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Financial Considerations 
 
Funding for the selective demolition and necessary restoration need to be determined. 
 
Recommendation  
 
City Staff recommends that the non-historical additions be demolished.  Following demolition, the 
community should identify a use for the Old Stone School and property.  Further, grant funding should 
be sought to renovate the Old Stone School. 
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