
  
  

TO: Members of Troy City Council   
FROM: Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 

Susan M. Lancaster, Assistant City Attorney 
DATE: December 9, 2008 
SUBJECT: Frank Lawrence v. City of Troy 

 

 

 

Oakland County Circuit Court Judge Andrews has dismissed the lawsuit filed 
by Frank Lawrence against the City of Troy.   In his attached opinion, Judge Andrews 
ruled that the City did not violate the Freedom of Information Act.  Frank Lawrence 
filed a Freedom of Information Act request, seeking information from the police 
department that was relevant to a civil infraction ticket issued to his brother, Thomas 
Lawrence.  The City denied the request, since it was perceived as a circumvention of 
the prohibition against discovery in civil infraction actions, as set forth in Michigan 
Court Rule 2.302 (A).  In addition, Mr. Lawrence’s Freedom of Information request 
sought several items that were exempt from disclosure under the Freedom of 
Information Act.   

Since the case was a Freedom of Information Act challenge, it was decided at 
a very early date after the filing, without the necessity of going through the discovery 
process.  Judge Andrews’ dismissal of the case is a final order, although it is always 
possible that Mr. Lawrence will appeal the decision or ask for reconsideration.  Upon 
information and belief, there is a pending case in the 52-4 district court, challenging 
the civil infraction tickets issued to Thomas Lawrence. This pending action may have 
some bearing on whether or not an appeal is taken.  A claim of appeal must be filed 
on or before December 22, 2008.   

We will update you if there is any subsequent activity in this matter.  In the 
meantime, please let us know if you have any questions.   
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