
  
  

TO: Members of the Troy City Council  
FROM: Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 

Allan T. Motzny, Assistant City Attorney 
DATE: January  14, 2009 
SUBJECT: Kendricks Lawsuit  

 

 

 Plaintiff Christine Kendricks filed the attached lawsuit against several individuals and entities 
including the “City of Troy Police Department” and “City of Troy Police Department Employee Officer 
Theresa Harrison.” Other defendants include Oakland County Probate Court Judge Eugene Moore, 
the Family Independence Agency and the individual caseworker, the Oakland County Prosecutor’s 
Office, the Oakland County Probate Court Referee, Attorney Guardians Ad Litem, and various other 
defendants, including shelter and foster care facilities.   Plaintiff has filed this lawsuit without the 
assistance of an attorney.  In her complaint, Kendricks alleges she is entitled to relief based on eight 
separate causes of action, which include claims that she has been deprived of constitutional rights 
and that she has suffered from intentional and negligent infliction of emotional distress. The lawsuit 
was filed in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan, Judge Bernard A. Friedman.  

Plaintiff claims she has suffered damages in excess of $75,000 based on child protective 
proceedings initiated in the Oakland County Probate Court in March of 2001, when she was eleven 
years old.  She alleges her removal from the custody of her parents was improper because of 
procedural errors that occurred in the Probate Court.  She also claims the foster homes and/or 
shelters that she was placed into were unfit and unsuitable.  As a result, she claims she has suffered 
physical and emotional injuries.  According to her complaint, the City of Troy Police Department, 
along with all the other defendants, “authorized, tolerated, permitted, ratified in the creation of 
policies, practices, and customs, establishing a de facto policy of deliberate indifference to 
individuals such as Plaintiff.”  She also claims Officer Harrison threatened and harassed her to 
provide statements supporting allegations of child abuse against her father.   

Officer Harrison was necessarily involved in the probate court proceedings, as well as the 
criminal prosecution of Plaintiff’s father, which ultimately resulted in a conviction (Child Abuse 3rd 
degree).   However, Officer Harrison’s involvement with Plaintiff and her family was minimal.   Officer 
Harrison was initially alerted to the suspected abuse by the Family Independence Agency 
caseworker, who had been contacted by Plaintiff’s school, since there were bruises on her arms.  
Plaintiff never explained how the bruises were received, but her sister volunteered that the bruises 
were caused by Plaintiff’s father, who hit her with a belt.  Pursuant to an order of the Probate Court, 
Plaintiff was temporarily placed into protective custody.  This temporary order was later adjudicated 
in the Oakland County Probate Court, resulting in the more permanent foster care placement.   

In order to comply with the 20 day period in which to respond to a new federal lawsuit, our 
office has already filed an answer to the complaint and a motion to dismiss.  Absent any objection 
from City Council, we will continue the defense of the Police Department and Officer Harrison. 

If you have any questions concerning the above, please let us know. 
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