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 Budget: In January we held the Revenue Estimating Conference where it was 

revealed that we have a $1.4 billion budget hole for Fiscal Year 2010. The 

forecast looks bleaker for Fiscal Year 2011 and beyond.  

 

 Recently the Governor released her budget proposal. It included cuts of about 

$600 million. This included cuts to corrections, education and the arts. The 

governor did propose that local revenue sharing remain flat. 

 

 There has been much discussion regarding the Federal Stimulus plan from 

Washington, D.C. Even though I do not support the plan, I have been able to 

assist Troy in getting their projects on the list of potential stimulus projects with 

the state. This one time money certainly should go towards infrastructure projects 

that create and retain jobs in our local economy. The stimulus money should not 

be used to balance the budget ahead of government reforms.  

 

 Instead of waiting for the federal stimulus money, I have proposed that we need to 

make reforms and cuts in the way that we operate in Lansing. I have re-

introduced House Bill 4080 regarding the elimination of Lifetime Health Care 

Benefits for legislators. I have a promise from the speaker that my bill will come 

up at some point. 

 

 I also introduced House Joint Resolution D which would cut legislative pay for 

missed votes. Last week, following the Governor's State of the State address, I 

did vote for House Concurrent Resolution 3 which would cut all legislative and 

executive state official pay by 10%. 

 

 There has been a lot of discussion about the Michigan Business Tax and the 

surcharge that was passed in 2007. For the record, I did not support either the tax 

or the surcharge. Now efforts are under way to repeal the surcharge - the Senate 

has already passed a bill repealing the surcharge that should be taken up 

immediately in the House. I have co-sponsored several bills in the past and 

currently that would eliminate or alter the MBT and the surcharge. 
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