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DATE: May 8, 2009
TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council
FROM: John Szerlag, Acting City Manager

Brian Murphy, Assistant City Manager/ Economic Development Services
John Lamerato, Assistant City Manager/ Finance and Administration
Cathy Russ, Library Director

Loraine Campbell, Museum Manager

Mark Stimac, Director of Building and Zoning

SUBJECT: Development Plans for the Troy Museum & Historic Village

City Staff is in the process of formulating plans for the development of the Troy Museum &Historic
Village with the firm of Hopkins Burns Design Studio, our consultant on the project. These plans
include the expansion of the facility on the newly acquired land to the west of the existing facility, as
well as the relocation of the Niles-Barnard house and a barn/visitor’s center to the facility. We look
forward to presenting and sharing those plans with Council at a future City Council meeting.

In the meantime, the current stage of those plans has shown that certain variances from the setback
provisions for the Barnard house, as well as some expanded parking areas would be required.
Hopkins Burns has filed an appeal application on our behalf to seek these variances on these items
from the Board of Zoning Appeals. This matter will be considered at the Board of Zoning Appeals’
meeting scheduled for May 19, 2009. As part of the rules and procedures of a variance request,
public hearing notices have been sent to residents and property owners in the area, and the item has
been published in the Somerset Gazette.

In an effort to keep you informed of the request, we have enclosed a copy of the proposed
development plans for your reference. Should you have any questions about the plans or should you
receive any questions from the public regarding the proposed development or the variance request,
please forward those to staff so that we may address those questions.
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