
 

 
 
                             
Date    May 13, 2009 
 
TO:   John Szerlag, Acting City Manager 
 
FROM: Brian Murphy, Asst. City Manager Economic Development and Services 
  Timothy Richnak, Public Works Director  
 
SUBJECT: American Public Works Association Voluntary Accreditation 
 
Background: 
 
 There have been communication and discussion in reference to the American Public Works 

Association Voluntary Accreditation. It is the intent of this report to detail information about this 
accreditation and provide the process from start to finish and continuous reaccreditation. 
 

 The Voluntary Accreditation process provides review and assessment of many aspects of 
government agencies. These include but are not limited to organization, personnel, management, 
planning, communications, record keeping, construction, buildings, facilities management, 
equipment, solid waste, storm water, traffic engineering, cemeteries, parks, right of way, water 
and sewer and many other operations.  

 
 Attached are copies of the Application for Voluntary Accreditation,  Checklist and Application for 

requesting Site Visit Evaluation and  Voluntary Re-accreditation, A brief description of the 
accreditation concept and the Public Works Accreditation Process Guide 
 
 

 
Financial Considerations: 
 
  Accreditation Application Fees are based on population and the number of function areas. The 

fees for the City of Troy are estimated to be approximately $11,000. The Assessment process 
would require City of Troy staff time estimated to be approximately 1,500 hours over the 2.5 to 3 
year process. Staff involvement is at all levels and staff costs would likely range from $30,000 to 
$40,000.   
 

 The accreditation once received is for a 4 year period. Semi-annual updates are required and the 
Reaccreditation Application Fees are approximately $11,000. At this time it is difficult to calculate 
the long term staff time and costs that will be required for updates and reaccreditation.  
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