
 

 
 
May 8, 2009 
 
 
TO:    Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM:  John Szerlag, Acting City Manager 

John M. Lamerato, Assistant City Manager/Finance and Administration 
   Brian P. Murphy, Assistant City Manager/Economic Development Services 
   Mark Stimac, Director of Building and Zoning 

Carol K. Anderson, Parks and Recreation Director 
 
SUBJECT:  Tree Ordinance:  Private Property Issues 
 
 
The infestation of the Emerald Ash Borer has caused most ash trees in the city to die.  City owned 
ash trees have been removed, however many ash trees on private property have not been removed.  
Property owners contact the Parks and Recreation department frequently (5-10 calls/week) asking 
the city to intercede to require the adjacent property owner to remove dead trees.  The tree ordinance 
gives authority and duty to order removal on private property necessary for public safety or to prevent 
spread of disease or insects to public trees or places.  If the fall line of a tree intersects the Right of 
Way and there is a danger to public property, we have the authority to order removal. There is no 
provision in the ordinance to order removal when the tree is a hazard to adjoining property unless that 
adjacent property is publicly owned.  If a tree does fall on private property due to disease or other 
means, the Property Maintenance Code does require that the property owner remove the debris. 
 
Mt. Clemens, Ann Arbor, and Lapeer have ordinance language similar to Troy.  Novi requires 
property owners to maintain trees so that they do not become a danger to the public or adjacent 
property owners.  The city of Southfield ordinance is similar to the Novi language however, they have 
available a loan program which offers residents the option of a low-interest loan to finance removal of 
trees under the ordinance.   
 
Should the ordinance be changed whereby the city would have authority to require removal of trees 
on private property, it is estimated that a minimum of 520 hours/year of staff time (25% of one full 
time equivalent) would be spent doing this enforcement work.  This estimate is based on current 
complaints and does not include inspection based enforcement.   
 
The issue has economic implications for both property owners and the City.  Property owners with 
dead trees must bear the cost of removal.  Adjacent property owners may incur costs if damage 
occurs as a result of a tree falling onto their property.  There will be costs associated with this work if 
the City begins inspecting trees and ordering removal of private property trees.   
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Adding additional services given the budget constraints and reduction of staff is not recommended.  
Absent further direction, staff will proceed as current policy dictates.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cc:  Laura Balyeat 
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