June 5, 2009

TO: John Szerlag, Acting City Manager

FROM: Brian P. Murphy, Asst. City Manager/Economic Development Services
Steven J. Vandette, City Engineeré;r’

SUBJECT: Agenda ltem — MDOT Resolution for Big Beaver/ |-75 Interchange

Enhancements

Project Description:

The Big Beaver / I-75 Interchange Enhancement is one of the projects adopted by City Council and
the Troy Downtown Development Authority (DDA) as part of the Big Beaver Corridor Study.

The project will add significant landscaping in and around the interchange of I-75 and Big Beaver.
Enhancements under the |I-75 bridge include new 8 wide sidewalks, new decorative fencing and
panels, addition of lighting under the bridge and painting the remaining portions of the bridge from
the beams down to the pavement. The improvements within the loop ramp areas include significant
landscaping, construction of two ponds, irrigation and reestablishment of grass.

Along Big Beaver on each side of the bridge are two vertical iconic features with lights and
landscaping around their bases. The project will have a major impact on aesthetics and walkability;
enhancing pedestrian mobility within the Big Beaver corridor. The project will also improve

pedestrian safety at all intersection crosswalks by upgrading the sidewalks and cross walks to comply

with the latest American’s with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements and by adding a pedestrian signal
at the off ramp at eastbound Big Beaver, west of the bridge.

Background:

= The Key Concepts of the Big Beaver Corridor Study were adopted by City Council, the Planning
Commission and the DDA in 2006.

= |n 2007 the Troy DDA and City Council approved the Troy Downtown Development Plan #6,
which includes the I-75 Interchange Improvements as well as various public thoroughfares,
intersections and service roads, park improvements and property acquisition.

=  The Big Beaver / |-75 Interchange Enhancement project is scheduled to be out for bids this
summer and construction to start late summer or fall. Project completion is spring of 2010.

= The Interchange Enhancement project involves work within the Michigan Department of
Transportation (MDOT) right-of-way and requires a permit from MDOT. During the project design
and permit review process, the potential future widening of I-75 was considered by the City and
MDOT so that future conflicts could be minimized.

G:\Contracts\Contracts - 2009108-5 - Big Beaverl-75 Interchange Enhancement\iTo CC re MDOT Resolution.doc


campbellld
Text Box
E-03


» The final I-75 Corridor Study adopted in 2000 recommended adding one lane in each direction
within the median to provide four (4) lanes in each direction. This construction within the median
would not impact the landscaping, grading and pond improvements constructed for the
enhancement project, which are located within the loop ramp areas of the interchange.

» The final I-75 Corridor Study, completed in 2000, indicates no interchange reconfiguration for the
Big Beaver / I-75 interchange. The loop ramps and the interior of the loop ramps are proposed to
remain as they are.

* The schedule for the future widening is unknown, but the project is likely to be many years in the
future given the current state of the economy, current poor conditions on state roads and
significant road funding problems facing the state of Michigan.

* An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) study for the |-75 widening was completed in January
20086. '

* The next phase is the Engineering Report study phase, which has begun and will further examine
complex, engineering elements in detail while trying to refine impacts to the local communities.
The Engineering Report study is expected to take two years and be complete in 2010.

* The next phase, Design activities for the I-75 widening project, have been deferred. According to
MDOT, there is no money available to move to this next phase of the project.

» The last phase, right-of-way acquisition and construction, are also unfunded.

* Given the plan for future widening project and in accordance with standard MDOT requirements
for any local enhancement project within state highway right-of-way, MDOT is requiring that the
City adopt a resolution that acknowledges that MDOT has this future widening project along 1-75
in Oakiand County and that despite current corridor study information to the contrary,
acknowledge that the interchange enhancement project may be impacted by the future widening
project. Therefore, MDOT requires that any improvements that may be impacted by the future |-
75 widening project must be removed without cost to MDOT prior to the start of the 1-75 widening
project.

» The recommended resolution has been reviewed and approved by MDOT.

* Adoption of the recommended resolution is required by MDOT in order to receive a permit for the
work.

Recommendation:

=  Staff recommends that City Council approve the recommended resolution to acknowledge the
future widening of I-75 and that any Big Beaver / I-75 Interchange improvements that may be
impacted by the future widening project will be removed at city cost.
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