
June 23, 2005 
 
TO:  John Szerlag, City Manager 
 
FROM: Brian P. Murphy, Assistant City Manager/Services 
  Carol K. Anderson, Parks and Recreation Director 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item: Chapter 28 - Tree Ordinance Revision 
 
In response to an inquiry at the City Council meeting of June 6, 2005, regarding 
the City’s Tree Ordinance, staff offers the following chronology of revisions to the 
ordinance and to the supporting Landscape Design and Tree Preservation 
Standards. 
 
Staff has been revising the Tree Ordinance – Chapter 28 and will be sending the 
revised document to you and Council for review/adoption this summer. The 
purpose of the revision is to align the ordinance with the Landscape Design and 
Tree Preservation Standards, clean up document language and formatting, 
update the prohibited species list, establish penalties for unauthorized removal or 
destruction of trees and plants in public spaces, clarify existing policies, and add 
new provisions for landscape maintenance requirements of public spaces (lawn 
extensions, subdivision entry islands, cul-de-sac islands) by adjoining property 
owners. If it is the desire of Council to increase the requirements for tree 
preservation, staff will propose changes and requirements to the ordinance in the 
future. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Chapter 28 of the City Ordinances outlines regulations for trees and plants within 
the city, and charges the Parks and Recreation Director with the responsibility to 
seek compliance with the provisions of the Chapter. In 1973, Council approved 
the tree ordinance, which was intended to govern the protection, installation, and 
long-term maintenance of trees, plants, and vegetation within the City of Troy. 
 
The City Council approved a separate document called the Landscape Design 
and Tree Preservation Standards in 1975 to assist in the enforcement of Chapter 
28 specifically as it relates to private development. In the years since initial 
adoption, the standards have been revised four (4) times. The standards were 
amended in 1977 to add landscape standards and adjust the size range of 
preserved trees to between 4” and 10”. The rationale behind the adjustment to 
the preservation range was that trees within this range were most likely to survive 
not only the construction phase, but also the environmental alterations brought 
about by the development. Amendments to the landscape standards and fee 
schedules were made in 1986 and 1987.  
The most recent revisions were adopted in 1996. At the behest of Council and 
prior to the adopted revisions, staff met with developers to get input on the 
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ordinance changes and requirements. Subsequently, Council adopted revisions 
which included: 
Elimination of the tree preservation deposit, decreased requirements from 
developers, and eliminated the need for a grading plan. Although the functionality 
of the ordinance was not significantly changed, the view of the Council at the 
time was to expedite development and reduce developer cost.  
 
Staff will soon begin further revisions to more closely align the standards with 
Chapter 28 – Tree and Plant Ordinance. 
 
CURRENT LANDSCAPE AND TREE PRESERVATION STANDARDS 
Prior to January of 2002, developers were required to submit a Tree Preservation 
Plan to the City for review. Following approval of the Tree Preservation Plan and 
payment of review fees, the developer was issued a Tree Preservation Permit, 
which authorized removal of all trees on the site other than those identified for 
preservation. After receiving the Tree Preservation Permit the developer was not 
required to notify the City in advance of tree removal associated with that permit. 
 
The project review process was such that a preservation plan was submitted and 
approved by the Parks and Recreation Department prior to the City’s final site 
plan review. Often, adjustments to the development required by other City 
reviewing departments affected trees identified on the Tree Preservation Plan. 
The developer was not required to resubmit another Tree Preservation Plan 
reflecting those changes. 
 
The Planning and Parks Departments instituted a procedural change in 2002 
calling for submittal of a final Tree Preservation Plan at the time of final site plan 
review, thereby eliminating any confusion over which trees on the site are to be 
preserved. Additionally, changes to the Tree Preservation Permit now require the 
developer to notify the City forty-eight (48) hours in advance of any tree removal 
on the development site.  
 
SUMMARY 
The revision of Chapter 28 – Tree and Plant Ordinance, if approved by Council, 
will clarify the responsibilities of private property owners, as well as City staff with 
regards to tree and plant installation, maintenance, preservation, and/or removal. 
Used in tandem with the Landscape Design and Tree Preservation Standards, 
Chapter 28 also serves to define the process and responsibilities of developers 
within the City of Troy. 
 
 
Attached: Landscape Design and Tree Preservation Standards 
 
 
Prepared by: Jeff Biegler 


















































