CITY OF FERNDALE
RESOLUTION
DETROIT INTERMODAL FREIGHT TERMINAL (DIFT) PROJECT

Moved by Councilman Galloway, seconded by Councilman Covey, to adopt the following
Resolution:

In May, 2005, the Michigan Department of Transportaton (MDOT) released its Drafr
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Detroir Intermodal Freight Terminal
Project (DIFT); and

The DEIS proposes alternative plans, largely funded by hundreds of millions of taxpayers’
dollars, for the DIFT to consolidate and expand privately owned intermodal freight terminals
in Southeast Michigan, including “Alternative 47 which proposes expanding both the
Livernois Junction Intermodal Freight Terminal in Southwest Detroit and the Canadian
National (CN) Intermodal Freight Termuinal (Yard) in Ferndale by taking 35 acres of valuable
State Fargrounds property and dramatically increasing the use of the Yard in Ferndale.
Inexplicably, MDOT never addresses the fact that because CN has a major intermodal
facility in Port Huron, there appears to be no reason for CN to seek an expansion into the
State Fairgrounds except that MDOT 1s pressing for the plan and offering to use taxpayer
money for most of the cost; and

The DEIS contains a Memorandum of Understanding signed by three major Radroads,
including CN, 1nn which CN asserts that 1t does not intend ro consolidate its operations at the
Livernois Juncton facility which makes Alternative 4 MDOT’s most likely actuon alternative;
and

In the eatly 1990s, the City of Ferndale was forced to hinigate problems concerning nuisance
conditions, including excessive light, noise, dust, odots, debns and other problems stemming
from the Grand Trunk Western Railroad Intermodal Facility located in Ferndale, which 15
now the CN Yard; and

Increasing the mntensity of the intermodal operation in the Yard may violate the terms of the
Amended Consent Judgment entered to protect area residents and businesses from these
nuisance condiions and deterioraton of taxpayer financed roadway infrastructure (reference
Ouakland County Circuit Court Case No. 90-402257-AA); and

The dense urban development of the residenual neighborhoods abuttung the Yard and State
Famrgrounds renders intensifying the use of the Yard and expanding into the Fairgrounds
unreasonably harmful to residents. Expansion of the Yard into the Srate Fairgrounds, with
1ts inevitable storage of vast quantities of hazardous materials so close to residential homes 1s
mherently dangerous and poses an unacceptable nisk of fire, explosion and release of toxic
substances 1nto the alr immediately adjacent to nearby residents; and



The expanded Yard will require Police, Fire, HAZMAT and DPW services and tax dollars
from Ferndale and Detroit without CN paying any local taxes to offset these costs at a time
when both Citles face severe budget cuts each fiscal year; and

MDOT has not proven the need for the expansion, particularly in light of technology and
manufacturing changes since its previous, vastly outdated, projected needs study was
completed.  In fact, MDOT has not demonstratzed that their proposal will benefit local
manufacturing more than overseas manufacturing, and there s a legitimate unanswered
concern that this proposal may actually foster the flight of middle class manufacturing jobs
from Michigan, a concern arising as a resuit of a reference 1n the DEIS and its attachments to
intermaodal use with marine containers. Moreover, MDOT admits that the environmental and
economuc impact studies MDOT relies on in the DEIS are inherently flawed and maccurate
which may mask the actual harm and give the false appearance of benefits for a project
Michigan may not need. 'The outdated, as well as the flawed, studies on which the IDEIS relies
should be discarded; and

In contrast, a Metropark at the State Fairgrounds that includes the same 35 acres MDOT
secks to take would greatly enhance rhe value of property and the quality of life in the
surrounding areas. A Metropark would be a great attraction for desirable development to
address the growing problem of urban sprawl, and, unlike an intermodal terminal, would niot
violate the State Fair covenant mandate for the land to be dedicated to recreational or
educaticnal uses; and

While taxes from the heavily urban area in Detroit and the immediately surrounding suburbs
(“urban residents”) have helped develop, build and maintain the 13 existing Metroparks for
over 60 years, these parks are not accessible by public transportation, and are all inaccessible to
many urban residents who have paid for them; and

The State Fairgrounds are accessible via public transportation and are otherwise much more
accessible to urban residents than any of the 13 Metroparks; and

Urban residents have a great need for healthy recreatonal, educational and green space
activities that do not currently exist within reasonable reach despite the taxes they have paid
toward the 13 Metroparks; and

Alternanve 4 in the DEIS would wwreversibly destroy forever any hope for 2 wonderful urban
Metropark at the State Fatrgrounds while costing taxpavers hundreds of muillions of dellars to
harm the surrounding area and drain desperately needed local raxes and public services as set
forth above.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that based on the above reatals, the City of
Ferndale City Counal (Council), along with its residents, urge Governor Jeanifer Granholm,
MDOT, the Federal Highway Administration and Canadian National Railroad to drop and
disavow Alrernative 4 of the DEIS,



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that for the reasons set forth above, the City of Ferndale
strongly endorses a Metropark to be developed and built at the Michigan State Fairgrounds
instead of a harmful intermodal freight yard.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that because none of this is possible to achieve unless and
until there is 2 commitment to establish a Metropark at the Fairgrounds, the Ferndale City
Council calls upon the State of Michigan and the Huron-Chnton Metropolitan Authority to
commit to the establishment of a Metropark on the site of the Michigan State Fairgrounds.

BE I'T FURTHER RESOLVED that 2 copy of this Resolution be provided to Governor
Jennifer Granholm; Gloria Jeff, Director, Michigan Department of Transportation; Norman
Y. Mineta, Secretary of Transportation, US. Department of Transportation; Joseph H.
Boardman, Admuinistrator, Federal Radroad Admumstration; Mary E. Peters, Administrator,
Federal Highway Administration; Senator Cazl Levin; Senator Debbie Stabenow; Congtessman
Sander Levin; Michigan State Senator Gilda Jacobs; Michigan State Representative Andy
Meisner; Oakland County Commissioner Dave Coulter; County of QOakdand; County of
Wayne; and neighboring municipalities, mc}udmg Hazel Park, Huntington Woods, Royal Oak
and Berkley and Canadian National.

AYES: Council Members Covey, Galloway, Lennon, Weber; Mayor Porter
NAYS: None
MOTION CARRIED

I, Karen Pedro, City Clerk of the City of Ferndale, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a

ttue and compared copy of a Resolution duly made and passed by the Ferndalc City Council at
a meeting held June 13, 2005.

Karen Pedro, City Clerk





