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A RESOLUTION

of the Council of the Citv of Berkley, Michigan
supporting Local Control of Liguor Licenses-

WHEREAS, Michigan law limits the number of licenses for on-premise consumption in municipalities within the
state; and : . :
WHEREAS, Quota liquor licenses are awarded by the Liquor Control Commission {LCC) following adoption of a

resolution by 2 1ocal mumc;pemy indicating approval of disapproval of the reguest for a license; and

WHEREAS, Appllcants are awarded quota liquor licenses for which they have paid no monies io the local
municipality, except for an application processing fee and

WHEREAS, - Current Michigan liquor law allows for the recibieret of a quota liquor license to use the license and
realize the profits from the sale of alcoholic beverages; to place the license in escrow with the LCC; to selt the license; or
to transfer the quota license to another entity in or out of the local municipality; and

WHEREAS, Cities, villages, and townships are the local governmental bodies wishing to retain local control over
matters such as business development, including the award of guoia liquor licenses in their communities; and

WHEREAS, Aliowing a quots liquor license to be transferred from a local municipality in which it was originally -
issued without the consent of that municipality has the effect of weakening the economic viability of that township or
munacxpahty and being counter—productwe to the best interests of the State of Michigan; and - '
WHEREAS, The Cnty of Berkiey is a growing comrmunity desirous of deciding how and to whom quota Itquor‘
licenses are to be issued in the interest of promoting a healthy husiness climate and to ensure the health, safety and
. welfare of the local citizenry; and

WHEREAS, The City of Berkley is a locat government that has already lost local control of one guota liquor icense
no longer in use in the City of Berkley though placement info escrow or transfer to another municipality.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BERKLEY RESOLVES:

SECTION 1: That the City Council supports the pnncxpie of {ocal control by local townships and muntcnpa!uties of
quota liquor licenses; and

SECTION 2: That the Berkley City Councif petitions the State legislature to enact an amendment to Michigan liguor

law that would ensure local control of liquor licenses through the reguirement that any and all quota liquor licenses be

returned to the quota for a particular local municipality, whether city, village or township, when no longer in use, for
.- whatever reason, in conjunction with the viable business-to-which-itwas-originally issued; and

SECTION 3: .That copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Liquor Control Cormmission; Govemnor Jennifer
Granholm; Speaker of the House Craig De Roche; Senate Majority Leader Ken Sikkema; State Senator Shirley Johnson,
State Representative Andy Meisner; County Commissioner Vince Gregory, the Michigan Municipal League and
surrounding commumtses

Introduced and passed at a Regular City Council Meet; , June 2 22005

I)/l ()rTf\)?/i
John M Mooniey

Attest: Mayor

Karen L. Brown
City Clerk -
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ARESOLLITIONT

of the Council of the City of Berkley, Michigan

supporting a resolution to revise the Michigan Liguor License Policy in Downtown

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

Development Authority Districts

Michigan law limits the number of licenses for on-premise consumption in
municipalities within the state; and

The number of licenses available for downtown resiaurants, bars and taverns is
timited, and competition of licenses in many municipalities has grown; and

The competition has resulted in licenses selling for up to $500,000.00 on the
market, because of the fack of supply and arbitrary market boundaries; and

The limited number of licenses and the resultant cost of procurement undermine
economic development initiatives in downtowns which by their very purpose
serve those beyond their confines and the confines of the municipality; and

The unique position of “downtowns” as economic centers in many communities,
fostering dining and drinking establishments within the downtown is imperative to
hoth the downtown’s and community's economic viability; and

Downtowns have shifted from all-purpose service centers to a hybrid capitalizing
on unique infrastructure and architecture, community landmarks and cultural
centers, speciaity shopping and services among other assets where restaurants
and nightspots are critical {0 sustaining this business mix.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BERKLEY RESOLVES:

SECTION 1:

SECTION 2:

That the City Council of Berkley recommends legislation amending the Michigan
Liguor Control Code of 1998 {0 sllow for the issuance of new Downtown
Development District (DDA) licenses in cities and villages with determination of

. _the total number of new downtown licenses being made by the elected

leadership of the municipality; and

That copies of this resolution, once certified, be forwarded to the Liquor Control
Commission; Governor Jennifer Granholm; Speaker of the House Craig De
Roche; Senate Majority Leader Ken Sikkema; State Senator Shirley Johnson,
State Representative Andy Meisner; County Commissioner Vince Gregory, the
Michigan Municipal League and surpolnding communities.

introduced and passed at a Regular City Councit Meeting on Mpnday, Jupe 20, 2005.

Attest:

Karen L. Brown
City Clerk

L AN y/i ] eYIng
John Mﬁ’rk Mooney
Mayor





