
 
 
DATE:   July 6, 2005 

  
 

 
TO:   John Szerlag, City Manager 
    
FROM:  Brian P. Murphy, Assistant City Manager/Services 
   Mark Stimac, Director of Building and Zoning 
 
SUBJECT:  Enforcement Activities Regarding Non-Permitted  
   Group Day Care Homes in Single Family Residential Zoning 
 
 
 
 
In the spring of 2004 we received a complaint regarding a day care facility being 
operated within a Single Family Residential Zoning District in the City of Troy.  
Investigation of the complaint showed that this facility was licensed by the State of 
Michigan to care for between 7 to 12 children.  This type of facility license is known as a 
Group Day Care Facility.  The Troy Zoning Ordinance, in Section 10.25.02, does 
provide for Family Day Care Homes caring for up to 6 children as a Use Subject to 
Special Conditions in the Single Family Zoning Districts.  There are no provisions of the 
Troy Zoning Ordinance that would allow for a Group Day Care Home within the setting 
of a single family residence. 
 
As a result of our contacts the operator of that facility has requested that the Troy 
Zoning Ordinance be modified to allow for these types of uses in Single Family Zoning 
Districts.  The Troy Planning Commission has been considering a proposed text 
amendment to the ordinance that may allow for these larger day care facilities as a Use 
Subject to Special Use Approval.  That text amendment (ZOTA 214) is set for public 
hearing on August 9, 2005. 
 
In doing the research for the text amendment we found through a website of the State 
licensing agency that there are in fact 19 of these types of facilities with licenses located 
in the City of Troy.  While these other facilities could be equally in violation of the Troy 
Zoning Ordinance as the first one found as a result of the complaint received, we did not 
send out additional violations pending the outcome of the Planning Commission’s work.  
Because of other text amendments with higher priorities that have been placed before 
the Planning Commission, the time frame for their work on the possible amendment for 
day care homes has extended for more than a year. 
 
In addition there is currently legislation working its way through the State legislature that 
would amend the State Law regarding the way that cities would review and approve 
Group Day Care Facilities.  We are also working with the State agencies that deal with 
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