
AGENDA 
 

BUILDING CODE BOARD OF APPEALS 
FEBRUARY 6, 2008 

 
LOWER LEVEL CONFERENCE ROOM 

8:30 A.M. 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
ITEM #1 – APPROVAL OF MINUTES – MEETING OF JANUARY 2, 2008 
 
POSTPONED ITEMS 
 
ITEM #2 – VARIANCE REQUEST.  GREAT LAKES ELECTRIC SIGN COMPANY, 
1790 MAPLELAWN, for relief of Chapter 85 to erect three (3) additional wall signs on 
an existing building. 
 
Mr. Stimac explained that the petitioner is requesting relief of Chapter 85 to erect three 
(3) additional wall signs.  The petitioners are planning to keep an existing 24 square foot 
wall sign.  The plans submitted indicate the three new wall signs will measure 90.25 
square feet, 32.5 square feet and 31.875 square feet in area.  Section 85.02.05 (C) (5) 
allows a maximum of three wall signs.  One wall sign can measure up to 100 square 
feet in area, and the other two can measure up to 20 square feet each in area. 
 
Additionally, Section 85.01.05 (C) does not allow a wall sign to project more than 12” 
out from the building wall or above the roof or parapet line.  One of the signs (the 
largest) will project 4’-6” out from the building and extend 3’-1” above the parapet line. 
 
This item first appeared before this Board at the meeting of January 2, 2008 and was 
postponed to this meeting to allow the petitioner to present the Board with more detailed 
information regarding this request; and, also to allow representatives from both the 
dealership and the Sign Company that is constructing the sign, to appear before the 
Board. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
ITEM #3 – KEVIN DETERS, METRO DETROIT SIGNS, 2915 COOLIDGE, for relief of 
Chapter 85 to erect four (4) wall signs, totaling 302.3 square feet, where a maximum of 
200 square feet is allowed by Chapter 85.02.05 (C) (3). 
 
In addition, the petitioner is proposing that one of the wall signs will project 2’-3 ½” from 
the wall and a second sign projecting 19’ from the wall.  Chapter 85.01.05 (C) does not 
allow wall signs to project more than 12” from the wall. 
 



ITEM #3 – con’t. 
 
The petitioner is proposing to erect four (4) wall signs.  The site plan submitted 
proposes four (4) wall signs with an aggregate total of 302.3 square feet.  Chapter 
85.02.05 (C) (3) allows one wall sign for each building not to exceed 10% of the area of 
the front of the structure to a maximum size of 200 square feet in area. 
 
Additionally, the petitioner is proposing one of the wall signs to project 2’-3 ½” from the 
wall, and another sign projecting 19’ from the wall.  Chapter 85.01.05 (C) does not allow 
wall sign to project more than 12” from the wall. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
ITEM #4    - INTERPRETATION REQUESTED.  BRIAN J. TOGNETTI, 
REPRESENTING TRAVELER’S INSURANCE, 100 E. BIG BEAVER & 888 W. BIG 
BEAVER, for relief of the 2003 Michigan Building Code to repair damaged roofing on 
these buildings, rather than replace both roofs. 
 
The roofs of the two above referenced buildings were damaged by a wind storm in 
2007.  The extent of the damage and the background conditions of the roofs is outlined 
in the report prepared by Christopher Campbell of the consulting firm NTH and dated 
October 25, 2007.  Based upon the extent of damage to the roof, the Building Official, in 
a letter dated December 21, 2007, determined that the provisions of the Michigan 
Building Code required that the roof systems be removed down to the roof decking as 
part of the scope of work of this project.  The petitioner, representing the insurance 
carrier for these buildings, is asking for an interpretation that the scope of work on these 
buildings is a roof repair and therefore not subject to the requirements to remove the 
existing roofing systems.  The petitioner is citing Section 3403.3 of the Michigan 
Building Code as the basis for his appeal.  We have provided for your further reference 
copies of the pertinent sections of the codes and a copy of the report from NTH 
Consultants dated October 25, 2007, that was referenced in the letter of December 21, 
2007. 


