
AGENDA 
 

BUILDING CODE BOARD OF APPEALS 
MAY 6, 2009 

 
LOWER LEVEL CONFERENCE ROOM 

8:30 A.M. 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
ITEM #1 – APPROVAL OF MINUTES – MEETING OF April 1, 2009 
 
POSTPONED ITEMS 
 
ITEM #2 – VARIANCE REQUESTED.  WARREN EMERSON, SMART, 2021 BARRETT, 
for relief of Chapter 83 to install new fencing at the SMART facility on Barrett. 
 
Petitioner is requesting relief of the Ordinance to install a 10’ high fence in the yards 
between the building and both Barrett and Maplelawn.  This property is in the M-1 (Light 
Industrial) Zoning District.  Section 3 of Chapter 83 of the Troy City Code prohibits 
fences from being installed in the yards between the building and any frontage street on 
non-residentially zoned property. 
 
This item last appeared before this Board at the meeting of April 1, 2009 and was 
postponed at the request of the petitioner. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
ITEM #3 – VARIANCE REQUESTED.  JOHNSON SIGN COMPANY, 150 – 250 & 350 
STEPHENSON, for relief to maintain a ground sign with tenant identification where such 
signs were prohibited by a condition of a variance. 
 
Petitioner is requesting relief to maintain an existing ground sign with the name of each 
tenant listed on this sign.  November 7, 2007, this Board granted a variance for a wall 
sign at 150 Stephenson with the stipulation that there would not be any ground signs 
identifying the business.  However, the petitioner’s had already obtained a permit which 
included the tenant’s name as part of a ground sign. 
 
On June 4, 2008 this Board granted a sign variance at 250 Stephenson with the 
stipulations that there would not be any ground signs identifying the business. 
 
On May 7, 2008 this Board granted a sign variance at 350 Stephenson with the 
stipulation that there would not be any other signs at this location. 
 
The tenant’s names for 250 and 350 Stephenson were added to the ground sign as a 
“face change” not requiring a sign permit. 



ITEM #4 – VARIANCE REQUESTED.  JOHNSON SIGN COMPANY, 3801 
ROCHESTER ROAD, for relief of the Sign Ordinance to relocate an existing 20’ tall sign 
setback 13’ from the front property line where the Section 85.02.05 of the Sign 
Ordinance would require a 20’ setback for a sign of this size. 
 
Petitioner is requesting relief of the Sign Ordinance to relocate the existing 20’ tall, 100 
square foot ground sign at 3801 Rochester to a location that will be setback 13’ from the 
front property line.  The sign is being relocated as part of the Rochester Road widening 
project.  Chapter 85, Table 85.02.05 requires signs 100 square feet in area to be 
setback at least 20’ from the front property line. 
 
ITEM #5 – VARIANCE REQUESTED.  KATHIE TOMLANOVICH, 2971 BINBROOKE, 
for relief of Chapter 83 to install a 6’ high privacy fence where the Fence Ordinance 
would limit the height to a maximum of 30”. 
 
Petitioner is requesting relief of Chapter 83 to install a 6’ high privacy fence.  The 
property is located at the southeast corner of Binbrooke and Adams.  Because of the 
location of this property and the orientation of the adjacent homes, this property is a 
double front corner lot.  Therefore, it has front yard requirements along both Binbrooke 
and Adams.  Chapter 83 limits the height of fences in front setbacks on this property to 
not more than 30 inches.  The permit application submitted indicates a 6’ high privacy 
fence and a portion of 5’ high metal fence setback approximately 6’ from the property 
line along Adams Road. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
ITEM #6 – VARIANCE REQUESTED.  SUNIL BAJAJ, 6074 ATKINS, for relief of the 
2006 Michigan Residential Code to finish a basement with a 6’-9 1/2” ceiling height 
where a 7’ minimum ceiling height is required by Section R305 of the Michigan 
Residential Code. 
 
Petitioner is requesting relief of the 2006 Michigan Residential Code to finish a 
basement that will result in a 6’-9 ½” main ceiling height and two drop ceiling areas with 
5’-6” and 6’-2” heights.  Section R305 of the 2006 Michigan Residential Code requires a 
7’ minimum ceiling height in finished basements and 6’-6” minimum heights under 
dropped areas. 

 


