
  
 

June 9, 2005 
 
 
 
TO:  John Szerlag, City Manager 
 
FROM: John M. Lamerato, Assistant City Manager/ Finance and Administration 

Gert Paraskevin, Information Technology Director 
Jeanette Bennett, Purchasing Director 

 Charles Craft, Police Chief 
 
SUBJECT:    Agenda Item – Computers for Kids Program 
 Divert Auction-Ready Computers to the Program  
 
SUMMARY: 
 
City Management recommends diverting used, out-of service computers to needy children 
through a new program organized by Police Sgt. George Zielinski and sponsored through 
Oakland County (Troy and Avondale) Youth Assistance.  The computers would be those 
that have been taken out of service from City Departments, stripped, and ready for auction.  
We are currently electronically auctioning the computers on the MITN e-procurement 
website and receiving between $10 and $101.50 (depending upon model, etc.) for 
equipment.  Computers would be diverted to fully implement the program and be an on-
going commitment. 

BACKGROUND 
 
Through Sgt. George Zielinski’s involvement with Oakland County (Troy and Avondale) 
Youth Assistance, he has formulated an idea that would provide computers for needy 
kids and families in Troy.  Although still in the early stages of development, the program 
essentially encompasses taking older, used computer equipment donated by 
individuals, businesses, and other entities, refurbishing the computers by Sgt. Zielinski, 
and distributing the equipment to needy children and families in Troy.  Hopefully, in 
time, other volunteers can be found to assist with the program. Troy Youth Assistance 
would then assist in promoting the program, reviewing requests, and determining those 
who would qualify to get the computers. Sgt. Zielinski has already researched obtaining 
the appropriate operating systems and software to build a basic package. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Staff believes that this would be a great program for needy youths and families in Troy. 
Learning and using computers is now an essential part of youth development and skill 
building.  In order for the program to work, the computers have to be in working order 
and Pentium class and above.  
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