
  
  

TO: Mayor and City Council Members 
FROM: Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 

Allan T. Motzny, Assistant City Attorney  
DATE: December 1, 2009 
SUBJECT: Proposed Amendments to Chapter 13- Historic Preservation  

 
 
 

The Michigan Local Historic Districts Act, MCL 399.201 et. seq., authorizes municipalities to 
provide for the designation of local historic districts.   The City of Troy has utilized this tool of historic 
preservation, and has several designated historic districts, which are set forth in Section 3 of 
Chapter 13 of the City of Troy ordinances.  Under the provisions of the ordinance, the City of Troy is 
able to limit construction, alteration, repair, moving, or demolition to historically significant properties 
that are identified as local historic districts.  

 
Under the historic district laws, there is a process for owners of designated local historic 

districts to request the elimination of their property from the regulations.  According to Section 14, 
any such request would be submitted to the Historic District Study Committee for review and 
recommendation.  Upon receipt of such a request, the Historic District Study Committee is required 
to prepare a preliminary report and to hold a public hearing concerning the request to modify the 
historic district designation.  The report is then forwarded to the Planning Commission for its review 
(no recommendation is required of the Planning Commission).  Since any addition, change or 
modification to a designated historic district requires a modification of Chapter 13 of the City of Troy 
ordinances, the Troy City Council has the final authority in making any changes to designated local 
historic districts.   
 

Helen Davis has made a request to eliminate the historic district designation of her property 
at 5875 Livernois Road, in the City of Troy.  The Troy Historic District Study Committee 
recommends removal of the property from the historic district designation (see the attached 
preliminary and final reports of the Troy Historic District Study Committee).  Apparently, when the 
property was initially designated as a historic district, it was partly due to its association with the 
Price family that owns Price Funeral Home.  However, the Price family did not build the house and 
there is no indication the Price family ever lived there.  The Historic District Study Committee also 
determined there was no other basis for attaching historical significance to the property.   

 
On June 25, 2009, the Historic District Study Committee held a public hearing on the matter, 

and approved the report that recommended the elimination of the property as a designated historic 
district (See attached minutes).  The Planning Commission has also reviewed the matter, and has 
no objection to the proposed elimination, as indicated in the minutes of the Planning Commission 
meeting of October 6, 2009.  Additionally, as revealed by the minutes of their August 18, 2009 
meeting, the Historic District Commission also approves the elimination of the subject property as a 
local historic district.   

 
We have attached a proposed amendment to Chapter 13 for your review and approval.  If 

approved by Council, the amendment will amend section 3 to eliminate 5875 Livernois Road as a 
historic district.  The amendment must then be recorded with the Oakland County Register of Deeds 
as required by the Local Historic Districts Act. 

 
Please let us know if you have any questions about the proposed amendment. 
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CITY OF TROY 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND 
CHAPTER 13 OF THE CODE 

OF THE CITY OF TROY 
 
The City of Troy ordains: 
 
Section 1.  Short Title 
 
This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as an amendment to Chapter 13 of the 
Code of the City of Troy.  
 
Section 2.  Amendment 
 
Section 3 of Chapter 13 – Historic Preservation is amended to eliminate the historic 
district located 5875 Livernois.  As amended, Section 3 of Chapter 13 shall read as 
follows: 
 
3. REGULATION OF RESOURCES AND ESTABLISHED HISTORIC DISTRICTS 
 

A. There shall be no construction, alteration, repair, moving or demolition of the 
exterior features of a Historic Resource unless a certificate of appropriateness or 
a notice to proceed is issued in accordance with this chapter. The following 
Historic Districts are hereby established. 

 
Troy Union Cemetery, 1199 E. Square Lake (Tax ID: 88-20-02-301- 
009) T2N, R11E, SEC 2, PART OF SW ¼ OF SW ¼ BEG AT PT DIST 
S 89-44-00 E 750 FT FROM SW COR SEC 2, TH S 89-44-00 E 573.57 
FT, TH N 00-24-30 W 446.10 FT, TH N 88-46-00 W 365.25 FT, TH S 
40-53-00 W 133.60 FT, TH S 89-27-30 W 29.8 FT, TH S 14-06-00 W 
360.89 FT TO BEG 4.66 A 

 
6890 Norton (Tax ID: 88-20-03-226-033) T2N, R11E, SEC 3 PART OF 
NE ¼ BEG AT PT DIST S 01-15-30 E 809.30 FT & S 88-59-30 W 
276.15 FT FROM N 1/8 COR, TH S 88-59-30 W 250 FT, TH N 01-35-15 
W 136.63 FT, TH N 88-59-30 E 250 FT, TH S 01-35-15 E 136.63 FT TO 
BEG 0.78 A 
 
770 W. Square Lake (Tax ID: 88-20-04-354-011) T2N, R11E, SEC 4 
PART OF SW ¼ BEG AT PT DIST N 00-17-56 E 259.88 FT & S 89-45- 
00 E 160 FT & S 79-23-48 E 273.17 FT & S 69-02-36 E 300 FT & S 79- 
29-59 E 232.30 FT & S 89-57-22 E 136.66 FT FROM SW SEC COR, T 
N 00-12-04 E 226.40 FT, TH N 73-29-54 E 14.90 FT TH ALG CURVE 
TO RIGHT, RAD 60 FT, CHORD BEARS N 86-20-14 E 26.67 FT, DIST 
OF 26.89 FT, TH ALG CURVE TO LEFT, RAD 60 FT, CHORD BEARS 
N 74-27-32 E 50.18 FT, DIST OF 51.77 FT, TH S 40-15-30 E 40.45 FT, 
TH S 89-57-22 E 9.96 FT, TH S 00-06-01 W 215 FT, TH N 89-59-22 W 
125.75 FT, TO BEG 0.67 A5-3-90 FR 008 
 



 

  

2 

330 W. Square Lake (Tax ID: 88-20-04-451-029) T2N, R11E, SEC 4 E 
169.92 FT of W 856.08 FT OF S 300 FT OF SE ¼, EXC S 60 FT 
TAKEN FOR RD 0.941A 2-6-93 FR 025 
 
6091 Livernois (Tax ID: 88-20-04-478-013) T2N, R11E, SEC 4 TROY 
ACRES S 70 FT OF LOT 1 
 
6071 Livernois (Tax ID: 88-20-04-478-017) T2N, R11E, SEC 3, 4, 9, & 
10 SUPERVISORS PLAT NO. 7 LOT 1 EXC E 27 FT TAKEN FOR RD 
6-11-96 CORR 
 
6059 Livernois (Tax ID: 88-20-04-478-018) T2N, R11E, SEC 3, 4, 9 & 
10, SUPERVISOR’S PLAT NO. 7 LOT 2 
 
90 West Square Lake (Tax ID: 88-20-04-478-022) T2N, R11E, SEC 4, 
TROY ACRES NO. 1 SLY 150 FT OF LOT 20 EXC BEG AT SW LOT 
COR, TH N 89-30-00 E 93 FT, TH N 41 FT, TH S 88-15-21 W 93.04 FT, 
TH S 38.98 FT TO BEG 6-13-96 CORR 
 
Former Stone School, 3995 South Boulevard (Tax ID: 88-20-06-101- 
001) T2N, R11E, SEC 6 W 165 FT OF N 264 FT OF NW FRC ¼ EXC 
PART TAKEN FOR HWY DESC AS BEG AT NW SEC COR, TH ELY 
91 FT ALG SEC LINE, TH SWLY TO PT IN W SEC LINE DIST OF 91 
FT SLY FROM BEG, TH NLY 91 FT ALG SEC LINE TO BEG 0.90 A 

 
Beach Road Cemetery (Tax ID: 88-20-07-451-001) T2N, R11E, SEC 7 
N 147 FT OF 167 FT OF SW ¼ OF SE ¼ 0.57A 
5875 Livernois (Tax ID: 88-20-09-232-005) T2N, R11E, SEC 3, 4, 9, & 
10 SUPERVISORS PLAT NO. 7 LOT 13 

 
46 East Square Lake Road (Tax ID: 88-20-10-101-002) T2N, R11E, 
SEC 3, 4, 9 & 10 SUPERVISORS PLAT NO. 7, PART OF LOT 26 
BEG AT NW COR, T S 89-43-00 E 1.32 FT ALG N LOT LINE, TH S TO 
PT ON S LOT LINE 6 FT E OF SW LOT COR, TH S 89-15-00 W 6 FT 
ALG S LOT LINE, TH NLY 116.30 FT TO BEG, ALSO ALL OF LOT 27 

 
54 East Square Lake Road (Tax ID: 88-20-10-101-003) T2N, R11E, 
SEC 3, 4, 9 & 10 SUPERVISORS PLAT NO. 7 LOT 26 EXC BEG AT 
NW LOT COR, TH S 89-43-00 E 1.32 FT ALG N LOT LINE, TH S TO 
PT ON S LOT LINE 6 FT E OF SW LOT COR, TH S 89-15-00 W 6 FT 
ALG S LOT LINE, TH NLY 116.30 FT ALG W LOT LINE TO BEG 
 
90 East Square Lake Road and 110 East Square Lake Road (Tax ID 
88-20-10-101-004) T2N, R11E, SEC 3, 4, 9, & 10 SUPERVISORS 
PLAT NO. 7 LOT 25 
 
126 East Square Lake Road (Tax ID: 88-20-10-101-005) T2N, R11E, 
SEC 3, 4, 9, & 10 SUPERVISOR’S PLAT NO. 7 LOT 24 
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138 East Square Lake Road (Tax ID: 88-20-10-101-006) T2N, R11E, 
SEC 3, 4, 9, & 10 SUPERVISORS PLAT NO. 7 LOT 23 

 
160 East Square Lake Road (Tax ID: 88-20-10-101-043) T2N, R11E, 
SEC 10 PART OF NW ¼ BEG AT PT DIST N 00-14-00 W 33 FT FROM 
NE COR OF LOT 23 OF ‘SUPERVISOR’S PLAT NO 7’, TH S 89-43-00 
E 145 FT, TH S 00-14-00 E 300 FT, TH N 89-43-00 W 145 FT, TH N 
00-14-00 W 300 FT TO BEG 1 A 

 
101 East Square Lake Road (Tax ID: 88-20-03-301-077) T2N, R11E, 
SEC 3, SUPERVISOR’S PLAT NO. 7 E 30 FT OF LOT 20 EXC S 41 FT 
TAKEN FOR RD, ALSO LOT 21 EXC S 41 FT TAKEN FOR RD, ALSO 
N 73.43 FT OF LOT 22 
 
Sylvan Glen Clubhouse, 5725 Rochester Road (Tax ID: 88-20-10- 
200-001) T2N, R11E, SEC 10 NE /4 160 A 

 
5871 Hilmore (Tax ID: 88-20-11-103-014) T2N, R11E, SEC 11 PART 
OF NW ¼ BEG AT PT DIST S 01-33-00 E 833 FT FROM NE COR OF 
W ½ OF NW ¼, TH S 88-55-00 W 330 FT, TH S 01-33-00 E 200 FT, 
TH N 88-55-00 E 330 FT, TH N 01-33-00 W 200 FT TO BEG 1.55 A 

 
Hill House, 4320 John R (Tax ID: 88-20-13-303-014) T2N, R11E, SEC 
13 PART OF SW ¼ BEG AT PT DIST N 00-49-43 E 1544.71 FT FROM 
SW SEC COR, TH S 89-10-17 E 220 FT, TH N 00-49-43 E 200 FT, TH 
N 89-10-17 W 220 FT, TH S 00-49-43 W 200 FT TO BEG EXC W 50 
FT TAKEN FOR RD 0.77 A 

 
4820 Livernois (Tax ID: 88-20-15-102-010) T2N, R11E, SEC 15 
BELZAIR SUB NO 1 OUTLOT C EXC THAT PART DESC AS BEG AT 
NE COR OF OUTLOT C, TH S 00-06-40 W 164.45 FT ALG E LINE OF 
OUTLOT C, TH S 89-46-10 W 24.14 FT, TH N 00-00-16 W 97.30 FT, 
TH N 89-59-44 E 3.00 FT, TH N 00-00-16 W 36.52 FT, TH S 80-03-40 
W 3.04 FT, TH N 00-00-16 W 27.00 FT TO N LINE OF OUTLOT C, TH 
N 80-03-40 E 24.54 FT TO BEG 
 
Emerson Church – Unitarian Universalist, 4320 Livernois (Tax ID: 
88-20-15-351-002) T2N, R11E, SEC 15 & 16 MC CORMICK & 
LAWRENCE LITTLE FARMS SUB LOTS 46 & 47 EXC W 27 FT 
TAKEN FOR RD, ALSO ALL OF LOT 48, ALSO W 85.58 FT OF LOT 
49 
 
Troy Museum & Historic Village - Caswell House, Poppleton School, Old City Hall, 
Old Troy Church and Parsonage, Log Cabin and Wagon Shop  
60 W. Wattles (Tax ID: 88-20-16-478-033) T2N, R11E, SEC 16 LAKEWOOD SUB LOT 
89 TO 92 INCL, ALSO LOTS 131 TO 134 INCL EXC S 27 FT TAKEN FOR RD, 
ALSO N 30.75 FT OF LOT 138, ALSO LOTS 139 TO 142 INCL, EXC E 
27 FT TAKEN FOR LIVERNOIS RD, and 100 W WATTLES (Tax ID 88-20-16-478-027)  

 T2N, R11E, SEC 16 LAKEWOOD SUB LOT 130 EXC S 20 FT TAKEN FOR WATTLES 
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 RD., and 109 LANGE (Tax ID: 88-20-16-478-026) T2N, R11E, SEC 16 LAKEWOOD 
 SUB LOT 93 

 
 
 
4800 Beach (Tax ID: 88-20-18-203-011) T2N, R11E, SEC 18 PART OF 
NW ¼ OF NE ¼ BEG AT PT DIST S 02-48-55 E 945.50 FT & N 89-05- 
05 E 43 FT FROM N ¼ COR, TH N 89-05-05 E 152.73 FT, TH ALG 
CURVE CONCAVE SLY, RAD 250 FT, CHORD BEARS S 85-09-38 E 
50.14 FT, DIST OF 50.22 FT, TH S 79-24-20 E 13.04 FT, TH S 02-48- 
55 E 203.88, TH S 87-11-05 W 215 FT, TH N 02-48-55 W 218.65 FT 
TO BEG 1.06 A 
 
Crooks Road Cemetery (Tax ID: 88-20-20-226-022) T2N, R11E, SEC 
20 PART OF NE ¼ BEG AT PT DIST N 00-43-30 E 1101.84 FT FROM 
E ¼ COR, TH N 88-08-30 W 310.03 FT, TH ALG CURVE TO RIGHT, 
RAD 100 FT, CHORD BEARS N 43-08-30 W 141.42 FT, DIST OF 
157.08 FT, TH N 01-51-30 E 180 FT, TH ALONG CURVE TO LEFT, 
RAD 180 FT, CHORD BEARS N 43-08-30 W 254.56 FT, DIST OF 
282.74 FT, TH N 01-51-30 E 179.31 FT, TH S 87-06-30 E 577.09 FT, 
TH S 00-43-30 E 629.54 FT TO BEG 6.71 A 

 
3645 Crooks (Tax ID: 88-20-20-226-038) T2N, R11E, SEC 20 TROY 
HIGHLANDS NO. 1 LOT 70 

 
839 W. Wattles (Tax ID: 88-20-21-101-024) T2N, R11E, SEC 21 PART 
OF NW ¼ BEG AT PT DIST S 89-58-00 E 535.00 FT FROM NW SEC 
COR, TH S 89-58-00 E 287.00 FT, TH S 00-13-00 W 607.22 FT, TH N 
89-58-00 W 287.00 FT, TH N 00-13-00 E 607.22 FT TO BEG EXC N 
245 FT OF W 150 FT THEREOF, ALSO EXC N 60 FT TAKEN FOR RD 
2.97 A 
 
3864 Livernois (Part of Tax ID: 88-20-22-101-005) Part of the NW ¼ of Sec 22, T.2N 
R11E, City of Troy, Oakland County, Michigan beginning at the point which is N 
00°20’25” E 1771.60 ft. along the West line of Sec.  
22 from the West ¼ corner of Sec 22, T2N R11E; thence, continuing along the West 
line of Sec. 22 N 00°20’25” E 330.00 ft.; thence S 89°25’55” E 225.00 ft.; thence S 00° 
20’25” W 330.00 ft.; thence N 89°25’55” W 225 ft. to the point of beginning.  Containing 
74,247 square feet – 1.705 acres, and subject to an easement over the North 30 ft. for 
ingress and egress and public utilities. 
 
 
36551 Dequindre (Tax ID: 88-20-25-230-032) T2N, R11E, SEC 25 
PART OF NW ¼ BEG AT PT DIST S 00-00-08 E 1028.22 FT & S 89- 
23-59 W 60 FT FROM NE SEC COR, TH S 00-00-08 E 300 FT, TH S 
89-23-59 W 245 FT, TH N 00-00-08 W 300 FT, TH N 89-23-59 E 245 
FT TO BEG 1.69 A 

 
1934 Livernois (Tax ID: 88-20-27-351-016) T2N, R11E, SEC 27 
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ADDISON HEIGHTS SUB N 81 FT OF W 108 FT OF LOT 53 
 

Perrin Cemetery (Coolidge) (Tax ID: 88-20-32-152-002) T2N, R11E, 
SEC 32 PART OF W ½ BEG AT W ¼ COR, TH N 00-03-00 E 165 FT, 
TH E 140 FT, TH S 00-03-00 W 165 FT, TH S 88-44-30 E 25 FT, TH S 
01-06-30 W 67.5 FT, TH N 88-31-00 W 165 FT, TH N 00-03-00 E 66 FT 
TO BEG 0.78 

 
B. Except as provided in subsection C, all of the Historic Districts established as of 

July 21, 2003 shall be exempt from the requirements and provisions of Section 
14 of this Chapter entitled “Establishment, Modification or Elimination of a 
Historic District”. Such exempt Historic Districts shall not be within the purview of 
any Historic District Study Committee and shall remain under the sole jurisdiction 
of the Historic District Commission, except to the extent otherwise provided in 
Section 5 of this Chapter for the Historic Districts included in the Troy Museum 
and Historic Village. 

 
C. A person or entity that owns a resource within an Historic District established as 

of July 21, 2003, may submit a request to the Commission to modify or eliminate 
such Historic District. In such cases, the Historic District may only be eliminated 
or modified in accordance with Section 14. 

 
Section 3.  Savings 
 
All proceedings pending, and all rights and liabilities existing, acquired or incurred, at the 
time this Ordinance takes effect, are hereby saved.  Such proceedings may be 
consummated under and according to the ordinance in force at the time such 
proceedings were commenced.  This ordinance shall not be construed to alter, affect, or 
abate any pending prosecution, or prevent prosecution hereafter instituted under any 
ordinance specifically or impliedly repealed or amended by this ordinance adopting this 
regulation, for offenses committed prior to the effective date of this ordinance; and new 
prosecutions may be instituted and all prosecutions pending at the effective date of this 
ordinance may be continued, for offenses committed prior to the effective date of this 
ordinance, under and in accordance with the provisions of any ordinance in force at the 
time of the commission of such offense. 
 
Section 4.  Severability Clause 
 
Should any word, phrase, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance be held 
invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining provision of this ordinance shall remain in full 
force and effect. 
 
Section 5.  Effective Date 
 
This Ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days from the date hereof or upon 
publication, whichever shall later occur. 
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This Ordinance is enacted by the Council of the City of Troy, Oakland County, Michigan, 
at a regular meeting of the City Council held at City Hall, 500 W. Big Beaver, Troy, MI, on 
the ______ day of _____________, 2009. 
 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Louise Schilling, Mayor 
 
                                    ______________________________ 
                                     Tonni Bartholomew. City Clerk    
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