
 

 
 
April 1, 2010 
 
 
TO:     John Szerlag, City Manager 
 
FROM:   Gary Mayer, Chief of Police 
    Captain Gerard Scherlinck, Services Division 
    Lieutenant Michael Lyczkowski 
    Sergeant Russel Harden 
    Officer James Feld  
 
 
SUBJECT: Application for Transfer Ownership of 2009 Class C & New SDM Liquor 

License. 
 
Background: 
 
 Mercmiles, Inc. requests to transfer ownership of 2009 Class C Licensed Business with Outdoor 

Service (1 Area), Official Permit (Food), located at 3946 Rochester, Troy, MI 48083, Oakland 
County from Rochester Road Ventures, LLC., requests New Dance-Entertainment Permit, and  
New SDM Permit {MLCC Request #519373}. 

 On January 11, 2010, Applicant Maria Tokar, answered questions for the Liquor Advisory 
Committee. 

 Ms. Tokar explained to the Committee that she purchased Mr. B’s Food and Spirits – Troy.  She 
states she will continue the current menu but will add some specialties to it.  She would like to 
utilize the current stage for some occasional live band, disc jockey, and karaoke music.  The 
parquet floor will also be utilized for dancing by having the tables re-arranged.  She would like to 
add a New SDM to the Liquor License.  She will abide by all the Michigan Liquor Control 
Commission Rules and City of Troy Ordinances regarding when/how that alcohol can be served / 
sold. 

 Ms. Tokar previously owned and operated the 88
th

 Avenue Lounge in Hamtramck for 9 years, the 
Checker’s Lounge in Sterling Heights for 11 years and Club 54 in Clinton Township for 2 ½ years. 

 The Committee unanimously approved this request. 
 Also on January 11, 2010, Mayor Schilling, the Troy City Council, and Police Chief Mayer all 

received an anonymous complaint that Ms. Tokar has been conducting illegal acts while 
managing Mr. B’s, and while awaiting for the official transfer of the business.  These acts included 
illegally purchasing alcohol, watering-down the liquor, filling empty beer bottles to be re-sold, and 
serving her own “moonshine” to friends.  The State of Michigan Liquor Control Commission was 
notified by Officer Feld of the complaint and the Commission stated that they had received an 
anonymous complaint of their own on or about 10/6/09 alleging the same allegations.  The Liquor 
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Control Commission was conducting their own investigation and on 2/4/10, two investigators 
performed an on-site inspection of the business.  No evidence was found of any wrongdoing and 
the complaint could not be substantiated.  The investigators recommended that this complaint be 
closed. 

 The Police Department received additional complaints from confidential informants accusing Ms. 
Tokar of transferring spirits from larger sized containers to the fifth sized bottles, pouring cheaper 
spirits into the higher brand spirit bottles, using less than adequate cleaning products to sterilize 
the bar glasses, and violating State of Michigan Department Health Codes by re-using discarded 
food including condiments, lettuce, and French fries. 

 Ms. Tokar was contacted by Sergeant Harden and Officer Feld regarding the allegations and 
stated that to the best of her knowledge, the business is following all the Michigan Liquor Control 
Commission Rules and the State of Michigan Health Department Rules.  She denies all the 
allegations stated by the confidential informants and believes them to be disgruntled employees 
that may soon lose their jobs if she is granted the liquor license.  The Michigan Liquor Control 
Commission has conducted their own inspection and did not observe any violations.  The 
Oakland County Health Department has conducted several investigations, both routine and 
follow-ups and their concerns have been addressed to their satisfaction. 

 The Police Department Inspection included talking to 5 confidential informants, speaking with Ms. 
Tokar with her attorney present, speaking with the Michigan Liquor Control Commission, and 
speaking with the Oakland County Health Department.  The Police Department has not found any 
evidence to substantiate the allegations made by the confidential informants.  Unless the Police 
Department receives any more allegations and these can be substantiated, Ms. Tokar has passed 
this Inspection. 

 Ms. Tokar has passed all the necessary City Inspections including the Building, Fire, Health 
Planning, and Police Departments, and the Treasurer’s Office. 

 The Troy Police Operations Division Patrol Section conducts six yearly liquor license inspections 
and the Special Operations conducts quarterly liquor license compliance inspections using 
student enforcement aides at the establishment.  These divisions will be notified of the 
information received from the confidential informants, and will ensure that no such violations are 
occurring during their inspections. 

 
Legal Considerations: 
 
 The request complies with all applicable Troy City Ordinances and Michigan Liquor Control 

Commission Rules. 
 The Police Department did not find any disqualifying factors for this request. 
 
 
Policy Considerations: 
 
 This action supports Council’s Outcomes Statement III: “Troy is rebuilding for a healthy economy 

reflecting the values of a unique community in a changing and interconnected world.” 
 
JF/Mr. B’s / Mercmiles. 
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LIQUOR ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES - DRAFT JANUARY 11,2010 

3. Mermiles Inc. requests transfer ownership of 2009 Class C Licensed 
Business with outdoor service (1 Area) located at 3946 Rochester Road, 
Troy, MI 48083 (Mr. 8's - Southeast Corner of Rochester and Wattles
also requests new Dance - Entertainment Permit & new SDM Permit 
{MLCC Req. #519373}. 

Present to answer questions from the Committee were Marie Tokar and John 
Zawadzki. 

Ms. Tokar explained to the Committee that she is the new owner of Mr. B's. She 
previously owned 88th Avenue Lounge in Hamtramck for 9 years and Checkers 
Lounge in Sterling Heights for 11 years. Mr. Tokar plans to continue with the 
current menu, but will add some specialties. She would like to utilize the current 
stage for an occasional live band, disc jockey, karaoke, and dancing. The current 
parquet floor will be utilized for dancing when tables are re-arranged. 

The Committee questioned the parking lot capacity. Ms. Tokar explained that the 
entire parking lot is available for their use, as well as the adjoining lot to the south. 

The Committee questioned the size of the dance floor. Ms. Tokar and Mr. 
Zawadzki explained that the dance floor size will be dictated by the Michigan 
Liquor Control Commission and they will adhere specifically to their guidelines. 

Resolution #LC20 10-01-005 
Moved by Godlewski 
Seconded by Payne 

RESOLVED, That the Liquor Advisory Committee recommends that the request of 
Mermiles, Inc. to transfer ownership of 2009 Class C Licensed Business with 
outdoor service (one area) located at 3946 Rochester Road, Troy, MI 48083 with 
new Dance-Entertainment Permit and new SDM Permit be APPROVED. 

Yes: 
No: 
Absent: 

6 
o 
Ehlert 
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