
  
  

TO: Mayor and City Council Members 
FROM: Lori Grigg Bluhm , City Attorney  

Allan T. Motzny, Assistant City Attorney 
DATE: June 14, 2010 
SUBJECT: Proposed Amendment to Chapter 13 – Historic Preservation  

 
 
   

The City of Troy has designated several historic districts under Chapter 13 of the 
Troy City Code, which is authorized by the state Local Historic Districts Act (MCL 399.201 
et. seq.).  Through the designation, the City is able to limit construction, alteration, repair, 
moving, or demolition on these historically significant properties.   
 
  Once a historic district has been established, a property owner can request 
elimination by submitting a request to an appointed Historic District Study Committee 
(HDSC) for review and recommendation.  Upon receipt of such request, the HDSC is 
required to prepare a preliminary report and hold a public hearing on the matter.  The 
HDSC also forwards a copy of its final report to the State Historic Preservation Office, the 
Planning Commission and the Historic District Commission (HDC) for review.  Since any 
addition, change or modification of the designated historic districts requires an amendment 
to Chapter 13, the final report of the HDSC must then be submitted to the Troy City 
Council for its review and action.  If Chapter 13 is amended, the City needs to record it 
with the Oakland County Register of Deeds.   
 
  Glen Michaels has requested the elimination of his home at 4800 Beach Road 
from the designated historic districts.  The HDSC, after public hearing, recommends 
granting his requested relief.  According to the HDSC final report (copy attached), the 
current structure is not historically significant, due to the change in physical characteristics.  
The house is not representative of any particular era or style, due to the number of 
renovations over the years with a multiplicity of architectural styles.  This finding is 
supported by the opinion of Donna Voronovich, an architect and Professor of Architectural 
History and Theory at Lawrence Technological University.  A copy of her assessment is 
included in the final report of the HDSC.     
 
  The HDSC minutes from the March 30, 2010 public hearing on de-listing, as well 
as the April 27, 2010 Planning Commission minutes and the May 18, 2010 Historic District 
Commission (HDC) minutes are attached.  The HDSC, Planning Commission, and the 
HDC all recommend granting Mr. Michaels’ requested relief.   
 
  The attached proposed amendment to Chapter 13 would amend Chapter 13 to 
eliminate 4800 Beach Road as a designated historic district. 
 
  Please let us know if you have any questions. 
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