
From: Mary F Redden on behalf of John Szerlag
To: "Jerome Katz"
Cc: 000schilling@ameritech.net; Dane Slater (djlkslater@aol.com); Mary Kerwin (marykerwin5@hotmail.com);

Maureen M. McGinnis (mmcginnis@dmcginnis.com); mfhowryl@umich.edu; rbeltram@wideopenwest.com;
Wade Fleming; wade.fleming@proforma.com

Subject: RE: MEGA Meeting
Date: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 4:05:05 PM

Dear Jerome:
 
Thank you for your kind words, and for coaching me in advance of the meeting on
presentation protocol.  I enjoyed speaking on behalf of Meritor Heavy Vehicle
Systems, LLC (Arvin Meritor); Creative Breakthroughs, Inc.; Genesis Corporation;
and Inteva Products, LLC.  The collective number of jobs to be retained/created from
these fine companies is 527.
 
And yes, the Troy City Council understands that all things will end, including this
recession.  When it does, the City wants to be in a competitive position to continue to
attract and retain employers in the fine city of Troy.
 
This includes not only incentives, but creating an organizational atmosphere that
promotes professionalism, competency and expediency during the site plan review
and inspection process. 
 
I look forward to working with you on future projects.  In the meantime, please advise
your corporate contacts on how cool we are in Troy.
 
Very truly yours,
 
John Szerlag
Troy City Manager
 
From: Jerome Katz [mailto:katzj@michigan.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 1:48 PM
To: John Szerlag
Cc: Pamela L Valentik
Subject: MEGA Meeting
 
July 20, 2010
 
 
Mr. John Szerlag
City Manager
City of Troy
500 West Big Beaver Road
Troy, Michigan 48084-5285

Dear John:
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First, I want to thank you very much for attending the MEGA meeting this morning (your
first). With four projects for you/Troy, it was really “trial by fire” for you, but hopefully it was
a good experience for you as well. I think you’re actually attending and speaking at the
meeting helped you understand the importance of the MEGA program and Troy’s support
of the program and the companies that locate in the city. Next, I hope you can pass along
to your council how important it is for them to support the MEDC programs and the
companies that receive these tax credits and abatements. Often, as you heard personally,
this is what pushed the project over the top and allows companies to locate and/or grow in
Michigan and Troy. Finally, this letter would not be complete without mentioning all the
time and hard work that Pam Valentik exerts with Troy companies all the time. She is on
the ground meeting with these companies, doing the day to day work that is required to
bring these projects to fruition, and I can’t begin to tell you how supportive and helpful she
has been to me in these endeavors and successes. I am very glad I have her available to
work with me for the City of Troy. Thanks again, and I look forward to working on many
more projects such as today, in Troy.
 
Sincerely,
Jerome Katz
Business Development Manager
Michigan Economic Development Corporation
517-749-3603 (cell)
katzj@michigan.org
www.michiganadvantage.org
 
Please note my land line at 517-241-9464 was disconnected on April 1, 2010.  Please contact me via
email or my cell phone.  Thanks!
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 




