
 
 
 
 
 
 
TO:     Members of the Troy City Council 
 
FROM:   John Szerlag, City Manager 
    Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney  
    Tonni L. Bartholomew, City Clerk 
 
SUBJECT:   Act 164 Library – 11/02/10 General Election Ballot Question 
 
Background: 
 
 State law provides for voter submitted petitions for an Act 164 free library. 

 
o 397.210a Free public library in city; establishment; petition for tax; notice; 

form of ballot; library fund; preparing and reporting estimate of money 
necessary for support and maintenance; tax additional to tax limitation.  
 
 Sec. 10a. 

Fifty voters of a city may present to the clerk of the city a petition 
asking that a tax be levied for the establishment of a free public library 
in that city and specifying a rate of taxation not to exceed 2 mills on the 
dollar. The tax may be of unlimited duration or the petition may specify 
the number of years for which the tax shall be levied. The clerk, in the 
next legal notice of the regular election in that city, shall give notice 
that at the election every voter may vote upon the proposition. The 
notice shall specify the rate and any duration of taxation mentioned in 
the petition. 

 
 The City Clerk received a second petition on Monday, August 2, 2010 and two 

additional petitions on Wednesday, August 4, 2010. All three petitions appear to 
meet the above referenced statutory provision.   

 
 The deadline for voter initiated petitions for November 2, 2010 General Election 

ballot question submittals is August 10, 2010.      
 

 As required by State Statute, the Clerk shall file ballot language with the County 
Clerk on or before August 24, 2010. Once available, ballot language will be 
forwarded to the City Council as an Agenda Report and Communication. 
 

 Ballot language will mirror the petition language as closely as possible and will meet 
all statutory requirements. The language as indicated on the petitions are attached. 
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