
 

 
 
August 19, 2010 
 
TO:     John Szerlag, City Manager 
 
FROM:   Gary Mayer, Chief of Police 
    Captain Gerard Scherlinck, Services Division 
    Lieutenant Michael Lyczkowski 
    Sergeant Russel Harden 
    Officer James Feld  
 
SUBJECT: Application for a New SDM Liquor License. 
 
Background: 
 
 Super City Smoker’s Express, L.L.C. requests a New SDM License Business to be 

located at 2981 East Big Beaver, Troy, MI 48083, Oakland County {MLCC Request 
#524881}. 
 

 On February 8, 2010, Mr. Harris appeared at the Liquor Advisory Committee 
Meeting and explained that the purpose of this request is to allow him to sell beer 
and wine from his store, to be consumed off premises.  Mr. Harris purchased the 
business two years ago which currently sells cigars, cigarettes, and lottery tickets.  
The business also has a walk-in humidor.  In response to questions about his 
criminal record, the applicant provided some information about his conviction for 
Misdemeanor Domestic Violence and also his conviction for Misdemeanor Assault or 
Assault and Battery.  Based on the applicant’s representation, the Liquor Advisory 
Committee recommended issuance of the requested SDM License, with the 
understanding that the police reports would be obtained to verify the accuracy of the 
information. 

 
 There were some possible discrepancies between the police reports and the 

information provided to the Liquor Advisory Committee on February 8, 2010.  As a 
result, the Liquor Advisory Committee rescinded its resolution of support on March 8, 
2010 and requested additional investigation. 

 
 At June 14, 2010 Liquor Advisory Committee Meeting, the applicant was invited to 

the meeting to provide additional clarification or explanation of the incidents that led 
to his misdemeanor assault convictions. 

 
 Mr. Harris admitted to the Liquor Advisory Committee that he pled guilty to Count 1 – 

Misdemeanor Domestic Violence and to Count 4 – Misdemeanor Assault or Assault 
and Battery.  He stated that although he wasn’t guilty, he pled guilty to avoid 
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possible ramifications to his pension.  He denied allegations reported in the 
Eastpointe Police Reports and follow-up investigation.  

 
 The Committee unanimously recommended Denial of the request at the June 14, 

2010 meeting. 
 
 
Legal Considerations: 
 
 Mr. Harris’ criminal convictions are factors that must be considered under Troy City 

Ordinances and Michigan Liquor Control Commission Rules. 
 

o Troy City Ordinance, Chapter 101, Section 7: City Council shall consider 
the following factors in determining whether to approve a new or 
transferred liquor license or related permit: e. Past convictions of the 
applicant for any of the following: (iii) a crime involving any of the 
following: D) Violence. 
 

o Rule R 436.1105 Rule 5 (2) of the Michigan Liquor Control Commission 
states: The commission shall consider all of the following factors in 
determining whether an applicant may be issued a license or permit: (e) 
The applicant’s moral character and (g) Past convictions of the applicant 
for any of the following: (iii) a crime involving any of the following: (d) 
Violence. 
 

 The Troy City Council makes recommendations to the Michigan Liquor Control 
Commission when SDM Liquor Licenses are requested.  Under the State Liquor 
Laws, Council can identify concerns about the issuance of a license to the applicant, 
and this information would then be forwarded on to the Michigan Liquor Control 
Commission for its consideration.  No matter what action the Troy City Council 
takes, the Michigan Liquor Control Commission must also consider the applicant’s 
criminal convictions in its determination. 

 
 
 Approved as to Form and Legality:          

 
 __________________________       _______________ 

      Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney Date 
 
 
Policy Considerations: 
 
 This action supports Council’s Outcomes Statement III: “Troy is rebuilding for a 

healthy economy reflecting the values of a unique community in a changing and 
interconnected world.” 

 
JF/ Super City Smoker’s Express. 
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