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CCIITTYY  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  AAGGEENNDDAA  IITTEEMM

 
Date:   September 8, 2010 
 
To:   Mayor and City Council 
 
From:  John Szerlag, City Manager  
  Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 

Tonni L. Bartholomew, City Clerk 
 
Subject: Library Millage Ballot Question Titles 
 
 
Background 
 
The Oakland County Clerk recently placed the November 2, 2010 ballot language/candidates on the 
County web page for public viewing. A copy of the Troy ballot questions from the County web page is 
attached. Concerns have been received regarding the differences in the title appearance of the four 
millage questions. The concerns relate to proposal numbering and bolding of one title. Neither of 
these items is reviewed by the City Clerk or the governing body as part of the certification process. 
The certification process includes only signature verification match and confirmation of the 50 
signature minimum requirement. Once these items are verified, the petitions, including ballot 
language, were immediately certified to the Oakland County Clerk’s office for placement on the 
November 2, 2010 General Election ballot. 
 
Subsequent to the initial petition certification to the Oakland County Clerk, one petition circulator 
submitted a title modification prior to the August 10, 2010 petition filing deadline. The title modification 
was immediately forwarded to the Oakland County Clerk’s office. 
 
As you will recall, the November 2008 Ballot Charter Amendment required Council to take corrective 
action. This Council action was mandated by the Attorney General, after a review of the ballot 
language, as required statutorily by the Home Rule Cities Act. The Attorney General determined that 
the petition, as circulated, was defective. This November Election’s four library millage ballot 
questions, in contrast, are not Charter amendment questions. Instead, they were submitted under 
MCL 397.201a (PA 164 of 1877), which has very limited statutory language. There is no expressed or 
implied authority to modify or alter petition language or form. 
 
The Oakland County Clerk is statutorily required to have ballots delivered to the local clerk no later 
than September 18th for the upcoming election. Ballots are currently in the printing process and our 
delivery is anticipated in a few days to meet the Federal Overseas and Military mailing requirement 
(45 days prior to the election). The State of Michigan and the Department of Justice closely monitor 
the mailing of Military and Overseas ballots. Filing deadlines and ballot timelines are very tight; 
therefore, deadlines and review details are closely monitored.  
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