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CCIITTYY  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  AAGGEENNDDAA  IITTEEMM

 
October 11, 2010 
 
 
To:   John Szerlag, City Manager 
 
From:  John M. Lamerato, Assistant City Manager/Finance & Administration 
  Susan A. Leirstein, Purchasing Director 
  Carol K. Anderson, Parks and Recreation Director 
   
Subject: Sole Source - Recreation Equipment  
 
 
 
Background 
 
LifeTrail recreation equipment is designed for older, active adults.  It is based on the latest 
advancements in functional fitness and promotes strength, balance, stamina, and socialization. It is 
comprised of seven (7) stations, with twenty-one (21) activity panels, offering one hundred fifty nine 
(159) different exercises. 
 
LifeTrail equipment is manufactured by Playworld Systems, and is distributed exclusively by 
Playworld Midstates of Holland, MI.  It is the only line of outdoor equipment of its kind currently being 
offered targeting adults 50 and older.  
 
The equipment will be installed in the City’s newest park, Milverton Park.  Because of the park’s close 
proximity to the Troy American House senior complex, as well as being within walking distance of the 
residential areas bordering the park, Milverton Park is the perfect location for installation of this 
recreation equipment. 
 
In addition, the LifeTrail equipment qualifies for purchase under the Community Development Block 
Grant program, resulting in no City funds being used for its purchase or installation.  Over the past 
two years, CDBG funding has afforded the City the opportunity to install an asphalt pathway and 
parking lot, trees, benches, and climbing boulders in the park without cost to the City.  The installation 
of a picnic shelter and swings (if approved by Council), is also scheduled for Milverton Park this year. 
 
Recommendation 
 
City management recommends awarding a contract for the purchase of LifeTrail recreation 
equipment to the sole area distributor, Playworld Midstates of Holland, MI, for an estimated total cost 
of $24,770.00, which includes a 33% discount from Playworld Systems, in accordance with Quote No. 
100510-CSK1 dated 10/5/2010. 
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Fund Availability  
 
Funding for this purchase is available initially from the Park Development capital account, and then 
reimbursed by Oakland County through the Community Development Grant Program. 
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