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CITY OF ROCHESTER
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO MCL 168.499(3)

TO ELIMINATE THE REQUIREMENT THAT CLERKS
SEND CORRECTED VOTER IDENTIFICATION CARDS
DUE TO CHANGES IN DISTRICT FOR:

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE, STATE SENATE, STATE REPRESENTATIVE,
OR COUNTY COMMISSION

WHEREAS, Michigan Election Law, Section 168.499(3) requires that Clerks send a corrected voter
identification catd to an elector affected by a change in United States Representative, State Senatotial,
State Representative or County Commission District, and

WHEREAS, this section further states that the catd shall be sent by First Class Mail, and

WHEREAS, State of Michigan municipalities have been advised that the 2010 census shows a
reduction in population which will result in the loss of one Congressional seat, and

WHEREAS, the State Legislature will begin the process of redistricting the entire State of Michigan,
and

WHEREAS, the redistricting will potentially affect most, if not all, jurisdictions in the Sate, thereby
requiring Clerks to send new voter identification cards to all registered voters, and

WHEREAS, the State of Michigan’s voting age population as of the 2000 census was over 7 million,
with over one million in Oakland County, and

WHEREAS, the costs for sending these corrected cards could cost jurisdictions state wide an
accumulated total of several million dollars, and

WHEREAS, municipalities must budget and provide funding for this mailing, adding to the fiscal
difficulties communities are facing during a challenging economic time, and

WHEREAS, decades ago the voter identification card was one of a few means by which a voter was
notified of this information, and

WHEREAS, with the populat use of the Intetnet and the availability of government websites, the voter
identification card has become less useful for this purpose, and
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WHEREAS, issuance of voter identification cards remains an important part of the registration
ptocess, an elector is not required to use it to exercise their right to vote, and

WHEREAS, instead of mailing new voter identification cards, Clerks should be allowed to publish a
public notice in a newspapet ot within a community newsletter or on their municipal website, and offer
new cards upon request by the voter, and

WHEREAS, making this change would provide a positive impact on the environment by not using a
large quantity of paper.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Rochester, Oakland County, City Council,
as its Election Commission heteby requests the Michigan State Legislature consider amending MCL
168.499(3) and eliminate the requirement that Clerks send cottected voter identification cards due to a
change in United States Representative, State Senatorial, State Representative or County Commission
District, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Clerks shall publish a public notice of changes in a newspaper of
general circulation, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Cletks may provide notice by community newsletter or their
municipal website, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Cletks send an elector a cotrected voter identification card upon
request, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution be sent to the Governor, Secretary of
State, State Director of Elections, U.S. Representative, State Senator, State Representative, Oakland
County Commissioner, County Executive, County Clerk, County Elections Director, the Michigan
Association of Municipal Cletk and the Oakland County Clerks Association for consideration.

I, Lee Ann O’Connor, the duly authorized Clerk of the City of Rochester do hereby certify that the

foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted by the Rochester City Council on January
31, 2011
L . )

by Connory

Lee Ann O’Connor, City Clerk

®

Recyceled Paper





