
Date: May 3, 2005 
 
TO: John Szerlag, City Manager 
 
FROM: Douglas J. Smith, Real Estate and Development Director 
 Mark Miller, Planning Director 
 
SUBJECT: AGENDA ITEM – Big Beaver Corridor Study 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
On April 20, 2005 the Troy Downtown Development Authority authorized the 
chairman and executive director to execute a contract with Birchler Arroyo 
Associates, Inc. to conduct the Big Beaver Corridor Study contingent upon 
endorsement by the Troy City Council.  Birchler Arroyo Associates, Inc. is a 
community planning and transportation consultant and will lead a multi-discipline 
team that includes Grissim Metz Andriese Associates, a landscape 
architecture/civil engineering/urban design firm, and Chesapeake Group, an 
economic development consultant.  The contract includes a professional fee of 
$125,000, with expenses not to exceed 10%; therefore the contract cannot 
exceed $137,000.  City Management recommends that City Council endorse the 
Downtown Development Authority’s resolution to execute a contract with Birchler 
Arroyo Associates, Inc. to prepare a Big Beaver Corridor Study. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Troy Downtown Development Authority in conjunction with the Troy City 
Council recognized a need to re-ignite the development and redevelopment 
efforts of properties contained within the Troy Downtown Development district, 
which have an estimated value of $1.3 billion.  On October 25, 2004, the Troy 
City Council through Resolution 2004-10-565 directed City administration to 
proceed with the Big Beaver Corridor Study and to send out requests for 
proposals (RFP).  In addition to his staff, the City Manager invited a 
representative from Troy City Council, Downtown Development Authority, 
Planning Commission and the City’s Planning Consultant to comprise a RFP 
committee.  This committee unanimously recommended that Birchler Arroyo 
Associates, Inc. be selected to perform the Big Beaver Corridor Study based 
upon submission of the best proposal in terms of stakeholder input, land use 
policies to determine long term economic viability, transportation management 
and design/aesthetics. 
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Attachments: 
 
1. Birchler Arroyo Associates, Inc. and Grissim Metz Andriese Associates 

proposal 
2. DDA draft minutes and resolution, April 20, 2005 
3. City Council minutes and resolution, October 25, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
cc:  Rod Arroyo, Birchler Arroyo Associates, Inc. 
 Randy Metz, Grissim Metz Andriese Associates 
 Planning Commission 
 File/ Big Beaver Corridor Study 
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OLD BUSINESS 
 
A.  Corridor Study Update 
 
John Szerlag and Doug Smith gave a brief update on the Corridor Study. 
 
Resolution:    DD-05-02 
Moved by:     Hay 
Seconded by:   York 
 
RESOLVED, That a not to exceed amount of $137,500 be inserted into the 
resolution. 
 
Yeas:      All (12) 
Absent:             Culpepper 
 
 
 
Resolution:    DD-05-03 
Moved by:        Hay 
Seconded by:   York 
 
RESOLVED, That the Troy Downtown Development Authority in conjunction with the 
Troy City Council, has recognized a need to re-ignite the development and 
redevelopment efforts of properties contained within the Troy Downtown 
Development district which have an estimated value of $1.3 billion, and 
 
WHEREAS, The Troy City Council through Resolution 2004-10-565 directed City 
administration to proceed with the Big Beaver corridor study and to send out requests 
for proposals (RFP), and  
 
WHEREAS, In addition to his staff, the city manager invited a representative from 
Troy City Council, Downtown Development Authority, Planning Commission and the 
City’s planning consultant to comprise a RFP committee, and 
 
WHEREAS, This committee unanimously recommends that Birchler Arroyo 
Associates, Inc., at an amount not to exceed $137,500.00, be selected to perform the 
Big Beaver corridor study as this firm submitted the best proposal in terms of 
stakeholder input, land use policies to determine long term economic viability, 
transportation management, design/esthetics. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Downtown Development Authority 
authorizes the chairman and executive director to execute a contract with Birchler 
Arroyo Associates, Inc. to conduct the Big Beaver corridor study contingent upon 
endorsement of the contract by Troy City Council. 
 
Yeas:  All (12) 
Absent: Culpepper 
 
 



CITY COUNCIL MINUTES – Final October 25, 2004 
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POSTPONED ITEMS:  
 

D-1 Big Beaver Corridor Study  
 
Resolution 
Moved by Stine  
Seconded by Beltramini  
 
RESOLVED, That City Council DIRECTS City Administration to proceed with the Big Beaver 
Corridor Study and to send out for Request for Proposals (RFP’s). 
 
Vote on Resolution to Amend 
 
Resolution #2004-10-564 
Moved by Lambert  
Seconded by Eisenbacher  
 
RESOLVED, That the Resolution be AMENDED by INSERTING,”RESOLVED, That a Citizens 
Task Force be appointed to provide input on the specific desirable components of the Big 
Beaver Corridor Study.” 
 
Yes: Broomfield, Eisenbacher, Lambert  
No:  Schilling, Beltramini, Broomfield, Stine 
Absent: Howrylak  
 
MOTION FAILED 
 
Vote on Resolution as Presented 
 
Resolution  #2004-10-565 
Moved by Stine  
Seconded by Beltramini  
 
RESOLVED, That City Council DIRECTS City Administration to proceed with the Big Beaver 
Corridor Study and to send out for Request for Proposals (RFP’s). 
 
Yes: Stine, Schilling, Beltramini, Broomfield, Eisenbacher  
No:  Lambert  
Absent: Howrylak  
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting RECESSED at 10:13 PM. 
 
The meeting RECONVENED at 10:27 PM. 
 




