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CCIITTYY  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  AAGGEENNDDAA  IITTEEMM

 
March 31, 2011 
 
 
To:   The Honorable Mayor and City Council Members 
  
From:  John Szerlag, City Manager 

Lori Bluhm, City Attorney 
Cindy Stewart, Community Affairs Director  

 
Subject: Video Service Local Franchise Agreement for WideOpenWest Michigan 
 
 
Attached is a letter from the Intergovernmental Cable Communications Authority (ICCA) 
Attorney Michael Salhaney explaining what has to happen related to the Uniform Video 
Service Local Franchising Act.  Upon receipt of the Agreement, City Council must either 
approve or disapprove the Agreement submitted by WideOpenWest Michigan, LLC (WOW). 
 
The ICCA Attorney has proposed a resolution that contains a reservation of the City’s right to 
challenge the Act on various legal theories.  Even though the Agreement meets the technical 
requirements of the Act, an approval is not an indication of the City’s agreement with or assent 
to any provisions of the Act or Agreement. 
 
As stated in the letter, the City must either approve or disapprove the Agreement on or before 
April 8, 2011 and if the City does not take action on or before April 8, 2011, the Agreement will 
be considered approved by operation of the law. 
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March 22, 2011  
 
Ms. Cindy Stewart 
Community Affairs Director 
City of Troy 
500 W. Big Beaver Road  
Troy, Michigan  48084 
 

Re: Video Service Local Franchise Agreement for WideOpen West Michigan 
 
Dear Ms. Stewart: 
 
 The Uniform Video Service Local Franchising Act, 2006 Public Act 480, 
MCLA §484.3301 et. seq. requires the local Franchising Entity, upon receipt of 
the Franchise Agreement under the Act, to either approve or disapprove the 
Agreement submitted by the video service provider within 30-days of receipt of 
the Agreement.  Pursuant to the request of the City, we have reviewed the 
submission filed by WideOpen West Michigan, LLC, (WOW!) pursuant to the 
Act.  As you know, WOW! filed its submission with the City on March 8, 2011. 
 
 Upon review of the submittal, and upon review of Section 3 of M.C.L.A. 
§484.3301 et seq, the Uniform Video Service Local Franchise Agreement and 
Attachment 1-Uniform Video Service Local Franchise Agreement are determined 
to be complete pursuant to the mandates of the Act.  Notice of Completion needs 
to be sent to WOW! by March 29, 2011, to be in compliance with the Act.  On 
March 22, 2011 my office sent WOW! the statutorily required Notice of 
Completion, thereby complying with the Act.  
 
 Enclosed you will find a copy of a Resolution adopting and approving the 
Uniform Video Service Local Franchise Agreement and Attachment 1-Uniform 
Video Service Local Franchise Agreement.  The Resolution contains a reservation 
of the City’s right to challenge the Act on various legal theories, while indicating 
that the Agreement meets the technical requirements of the Act.  The City must 
either approve or disapprove the Agreement by April 7, 2011, the thirtieth day 
after receipt of the Agreement.  If the City does not take action by April 7th, the 
Agreement will be considered approved by operation of law. 
 



 
 
March 22, 2011 
Page 2 of 2 
 
 
 Based upon our review of the Act, the submittal from WOW! and the 
determination that the Agreement is “complete” pursuant to the technical 
standards of the Act, it is our recommendation that the City of Troy adopt and 
approve the enclosed Resolution.   
 
 If you have any further questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call 
us at your convenience. 
 
     Very truly yours, 
 
     BEIER HOWLETT, P.C. 
 
 
 
     Michael P. Salhaney 
 
MPS/jc 
cc:  Mr. John Szerlag, City Manager 
 Lori Bluhm, City Attorney 
































