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Dear Mayor Dane Slater,

| am writing you because people in your community are concerned about Asian carp invading our Great
Lakes and, with them, we are asking for your help. Would you consider joining the more than 30
communities around the Great Lakes region who have passed a resolution supporting the finding of a
permanent solution to stop the Asian carp? A copy of that resolution, developed in partnership with the
Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative, is enclosed and a map of communities who have passed
the resolution can be found on our website at freshwaterfuture.org.

Asian carp, an invasive species, are swimming toward our Great Lakes. Asian carp, including bighead and
silver carp, are well suited for our climate. They consume vast amounts of food, reproduce quickly and
are wiping out native fish where they thrive. In lilinois, the Asian carp population has doubled every year
since they swam into the lllinois River. Silver carp can jump 10 feet high, resulting in numerous injuries
to boaters and other recreational users. If these invasive fish become established, our $7 billion regional
fishing industry would be at risk along with our family past times and recreational enjoyment of our
favorite lakes and rivers because:

¢ Invasive species are one of the greatest sources of ecological and economic damage to the
Great Lakes;

* Three varieties of Asian carp, including silver, black, and bighead carp, have moved up the
Mississippi and Iltinois Rivers to a point 40 miles from Lake Michigan; and

e Asian carp are voracious eaters and reproduce so rapidly they take over many
waterways, driving out other kinds of fish, including prized sport fish.

Local units of government can play an important role in stopping this threat. Tens of thousands of
people have contacted their Members of Congress, letting them know they want the strongest actions
possible to stop Asian carp. Thus far pressure from the Great Lakes region has had a meaningful impact
that resulted in a policy moving us in the right direction, but the job itself is far from done. Support for
these efforts from local units of government can help move solutions forward. We need to keep this
momentum going and demonstrate to Congress growing support for stopping the Asian carp.

This summer Freshwater Future reached out to people in communities around the region and we heard
back from members of your community — see the enclosed post cards. Your community can help by
passing the “Keep Asian Carp Out of the Great Lakes” resolution in support of stopping Asian carp and
protecting your community, its inland rivers, lakes and streams and the Great Lakes from this invasive
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species. Your community can be part of the growing chorus of support around the region letting
decision makers know we want the Asian carp stopped and we want fast action.

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact me at Cheryl@freshwaterfuture.org or 231-
571-5001. If you are able to pass this resolution in your community, please let me know as | would
welcome the opportunity to add your community to the list of communities around the region
supporting efforts to stop the Asian carp from invading our Great Lakes.

Sincerely,

(b

Cheryl Kallig, Associate Director
Freshwater Future



Keeping Asian Carp Out of the Great Lakes

WHEREAS, the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence represent the largest body of surface fresh water in the world and
are a vibrant, diverse ecosystem that is critically important to the economic well-being and quality of life of the
Canadian and U.S. populations in the region;

WHEREAS, over 180 invasive species have entered the Great Lakes and its connecting water ways over the
years and caused widespread damage and disruption to the natural balance of the system, as well as
significant economic damage;

WHEREAS, one of the most serious threats ever presented by invasive species currently comes from Asian
carp, including silver, bighead, and black varieties;

WHEREAS, these varieties of carp were introduced to the southern United States for use in fish farms for algae
control in the 1970’s and escaped into the Mississippi River system.

WHEREAS, invasive species have already inflicted hundreds of millions in damage across the Great Lakes and
St. Lawrence, and invasive carp pose a serious threat to the $7 billion sport and commercial fishery that
support the economy and help define the culture of the entire region;

WHEREAS, the invasive carp have migrated northward through the Mississippi River system as far north as
Wisconsin, Minnesota, lllinois, Indiana, and Ohio, reducing significantly or eliminating populations of the more
desirable species of fish because of their voracious food consumption and prolific reproduction;

WHEREAS, the invasive carp are threatening to enter the Great Lakes at a number of points across the region;

WHEREAS, many federal, state, provincial, and local government agencies in the United States and Canada
have worked diligently and expended tens of millions of dollars over the past 10 years on‘a variety of projects
to keep invasive carp out of the Great Lakes;

WHEREAS, including the invasive carp, there are 39 invasive species in the two basins that present a threat to
cross over into the other basin in the near future;

WHEREAS, once an invasive species establishes itself in an ecosystem, it is exceedingly difficult, if not
impossible, to eradicate it, and it often inflicts serious damage on the ecosystem and imposes major costs in
efforts to control it;

WHEREAS, Asian carp pose a dangerous risk of injury to recreational users on waters infested with Asian carp;

WHEREAS, Canadian and U.S. citizens across the basin have expressed serious concern about the invasive carp
and other invasive species, and are demanding prompt action;

WHEREAS, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is conducting a multiyear, comprehensive study across the U.S.
side of the Great Lakes basin called the “Great Lakes and Mississippi River Interbasin Study” (GLMRIS) that
examines 19 separate locations where invasive carp could cross from the Mississippi River Basin to the Great
Lakes Basin, and considers a large number of potential ways to stop the further migration;



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the invasive carp in the Mississippi River system pose one of the
greatest threats to the integrity and well-being of the Great Lakes and 5t. Lawrence ecosystem, including the
40 million Canadians and Americans who live there;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that preventing the invasive carp from entering the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence
ecosystem needs to be approached with the greatest sense of urgency by all those responsible for dealing with
this matter;

BE iT FURTHER RESOLVED, that physical separation is the most effective way to keep invasive carp from
entering Lake Michigan through the Chicago Area Waterway System, and such barriers would also prevent the
movement of many other invasive species from one basin to the other;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that physical separation is feasible and can be done in a way that maintains or
enhances water quality, flood control, and transportation in the system;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that additional steps must be taken in the interim to keep invasive carp out while
the long term seclution is put in place;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the {municipality name here} strongly urges all parties involved to
identify a preferred solution to the invasive carp issue and move forward to implement that solution with the
greatest sense of urgency.

Adopted on by the {(municipality and/or committee hame here).
Vote: Yeas Nays Absent
Signed

Dated



Dear Local Officials,

As a community that cares about the Great Lakes and its connected rivers and inland lakes,
I urge you to be part of a regional effort to stop the invasive Asian carp by passing the
“Keep Asian Carp Out of the Great Lakes” resolution developed by Freshwater Future and
the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative. This simple act will help grow needed
support around the region to let decision makers know our community wants the spread of
Asian carp stopped with a permanent solution.

Sincerely yours,

TOM AND JULIE, MOYLAN,
6440 ANSLOW DR,
TROY, MI, 48098-2104
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